
ROWAN COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA 
October 3, 2016 - 3:00 PM 

J. Newton Cohen, Sr. Room 
J. Newton Cohen, Sr. Rowan County Administration Building 

130 West Innes Street, Salisbury, NC 28144

Call to Order

Invocation

• Provided By: Chaplain Michael Taylor

Pledge of Allegiance

Consider Additions to the Agenda

Consider Deletions From the Agenda

Consider Approval of the Agenda

Board members are asked to voluntarily inform the Board if any matter on the agenda 
might present a conflict of interest or might require the member to be excused from 

voting. 

• Consider Approval of the Minutes: September 19, 2016

1 Consider Approval of Consent Agenda

A. TWCable Internet Upgrade and Renewal

B. TWCable Library ERate Service

C. Lease Termination for Urban Trends at West End Plaza

D. Proclamation for Young Marines Red Ribbon Week October 23-31, 2016

E. Set Public Hearing for ZTA 02-16 & STA 03-16 for October 17, 2016

F. Purchase Chevrolet Tahoe for Emergency Services

G. Declaration of Surplus Property at West End Plaza

H. Award Bid for Airport North Ramp Rehabilitation and South Ramp 
Expansion

I. Rockwell EMS Station Contract

2 Special Recognition - DSS One Church One Child Program

3 Special Recognition - Rowan County 4-H



4 Public Comment Period

5 Public Hearing For FY'2018 Community Transportation Program Grant

6 Public Hearing for Z 10-16

7 Second Reading for Proposed Revisions to Chapter 5 (Animals) of the Rowan County 
Code of Ordinances

8 Consider Approval of Board Appointments

9 Adjournment

 

Citizens with disabilities requiring special needs to access the services or public meetings 
of Rowan County Government should contact the County Manager's Office three days prior 

to the meeting by calling (704) 216-8180.



ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Carolyn Barger, Clerk to the Board
DATE: September 22, 2016
SUBJECT: Consider Approval of the Minutes: September 19, 2016

 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
September 19, 2016 Minutes 9/22/2016 Cover Memo







































ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Randy J. Cress, CIO
DATE: 9/20/2016
SUBJECT: TWCable Internet Upgrade and Renewal

Attached is the updated service agreement to increase Internet connection speeds approved within the 
FY16-17 budget for primary Internet service and (12) of our remote sites.
 
These services are currently budgeted and in use at all facilities.  This updated service agreement will 
increase connection speeds at all locations and include equipment replacement required.
 
The total annual cost for this contract is:  $67438.56 
Total one-time cost for all upgrades: $725.00
 
Rowan County Information Systems recommends that the Board approve of the TimeWarner Cable 
service agreement with a total annual cost of: $67438.56.
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Service Agreement 9/20/2016 Cover Memo































ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Randy J. Cress, CIO
DATE: 9/20/2016
SUBJECT: TWCable Library ERate Service

Rowan Public Library and Information Systems have worked together to receive E-Rate funding 
commitments that will allow for our (2) Library locations in Rockwell and China Grove to enhance their 
network connection speeds for staff and citizen use.  Attached are the supporting funding commitments 
and service agreement for approval.
 
E-Rate funding is granted on an annual basis and has been awarded Rowan Public Library with an 80% 
discount for TimeWarner Cable network services for the remaining 10 months of FY16-17.  
   
Funds are approved and budgeted in FY16-17.
 
The total cost for this contract with our approved E-Rate discount for 10 months is:  $6,252.60
 
Rowan County Information Systems recommends that the board approve of the TimeWarner Cable 
service agreement with E-Rate discounting for a total cost in FY16-17 of: $6,252.60.
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Service Agreement 9/20/2016 Cover Memo

FCC E-Rate Funding Commitment 
Decision Letter 2016 9/20/2016 Backup Material



































BEN_NAME FCC Form 471 Status Service Type Service Provider
Service Start 
Date

Contract 
Expiration Date

Service In 
Funding 
Year

Total Eligible 
Recurring 
Charges

Total Eligible One 
Time Charges

Total Pre-
Discount 
Charges

Discount 
Rate

Committed 
Amount

Last Allowable 
Date For One 
Time Services

ROWAN PUBLIC LIBRARY 161060121 Funded
Data Transmission and/or 
Internet Access Time Warner Cable Business LLC 9/1/2016 6/30/2017 10 $31,263.00 $0.00 $31,263.00 80.00% $25,010.40 9/30/2017



ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: County Manager Aaron Church
DATE: September 22, 2016
SUBJECT: Lease Termination for Urban Trends at West End Plaza

On August 1, 2016 the Board approved a request from Kishor Lalchandani for an early lease termination 
of the Urban Trends store at West End Plaza by March 31, 2017.
 
A second request has now been received seeking approval to terminate the lease as soon as possible.    
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Request to Terminate Lease 9/22/2016 Cover Memo





ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Carolyn Barger, Clerk to the Board
DATE: 
SUBJECT: Proclamation for Young Marines Red Ribbon Week October 23-31, 2016

 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Proclamation 9/22/2016 Cover Memo





ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Ed Muire, Planning Director
DATE: September 23, 2016
SUBJECT: Set Public Hearing for ZTA 02-16 & STA 03-16 for October 17, 2016

BACKGROUND
Staff proposed text amendments to the Rowan County Zoning Ordinance are included in ZTA 02-16.  
These include adding a definition for the term "cabin" in Section 21-4 Definitions; incorporating General 
and Special Trade Contractors as conditional use permit considerations within the 85-ED-1 and 85-ED-2 
districts in Section 21-34; and grouping cabins within the same conditional use process and 
requirements for campgrounds in Sections 21-60(7), 21-113 and 21-166.
 
Staff proposed amendments to the Subdivision Ordinance are contained in STA 03-16 and include a 
definition for the term "utility lot" in Section 22-10 and in the lot standards in Section 22-79.
 
  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION
The accompanying text amendments include Staff Commentary in the sidebar which provides some 
insight as to the rationale for the change / update and text recommended for deletion appears as 
strikethrough text and proposed text as bold italics.
Schedule Public Hearing for October 17, 2016.
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
ZTA 02-16 and STA 03-16 Text 
Amendments 9/23/2016 Ordinance

















ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Finance Department
DATE: September 23, 2016
SUBJECT: Purchase Chevrolet Tahoe for Emergency Services

Please see attached memo and supporting documents. 
 
Please approve the purchase of a Chevrolet Tahoe for Emergency Services. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Approval to Purchase Chevrolet Tahoe for 
Emergency Services 9/23/2016 Backup Material



















ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Finance Department
DATE: September 23, 2016
SUBJECT: Declaration of Surplus Property at West End Plaza

Please see attached memo. 
 
Please declare personal property at the West End Plaza as surplus property. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Declaration of Surplus Property at West 
End Plaza 9/23/2016 Backup Material





ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: County Manager Aaron Church
DATE: September 26, 2016
SUBJECT: Award Bid for Airport North Ramp Rehabilitation and South Ramp Expansion

 
 
The Board is asked to award the bid for the north ramp rehabilitation and south ramp expansion to J.T. 
Russell and Sons, Inc. in the amount of $833,150. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Bid Tabulations 9/26/2016 Cover Memo



BRIGFIT&
Engineering & Planning Consultants

September 21,2016

Mr. Aaron Church
Rowan County Manager
130 West Innes Street
Salisbury, NC 28144

Re: Bid Tabulations
North Ramp Rehabilitation and

South Ramp Expansion
Rowan County Airyort
Salisbury, North Carolina
TBI Project No. 3708-1503

Dear Mr. Church,

Please frnd enclosed a copy of the Bid Tabulations for the above referenced project.

J. T. Russell & Sons, Inc. submitted the low bid in the amount of eight hundred thirty-three
thousand, one hundred fifty dollars andzero cents ($833,150.00). KMD Construction, LLC also
submitted a bid on the project, but after review of their bid, it was deemed non-responsive. The
engineer's estimate has been included on the bid tab.

By copy of this letter, copies of the Bid Tabulations are being forwarded to the bidders.

If you should have any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact our
offrce.

Enclosure

cc: Thad Howell, Airport Director
Rachel Bingham, NCDOT-Div. of Aviation
Nathan Russell, J. T. Russell & Sons, Inc.
Kvle Davis. KMD Construction

3525 Whitehall Park Drive, Suite #210 . Charlofte, NC 28273 . Tel: 704.426 6070
Charlotte. NC " Columbia. SC . Atlanta. GA

J. Andrew Shook, P.E.



BID TABULATION
NORTH RAMP REHABILITATION AND SOUTH RAMP EXPANSION
ROWAN COUNTY AIRPORT
TBI PROJECT NO. 3708-1503

BID SCHEDULE A - NORTH RAMP REHABILITATION
Page 1 of 2
September 6, 2016

ITEM SPEC BASE BID
NO. NO. DESCRIPTION UNIT QTY UNIT PRICE EXT TOTAL UNIT PRICE EXT TOTAL UNIT PRICE EXT TOTAL

1 GP-105 MOBILIZATION 1 LS $86,000.00 $86,000.00 $71,400.00 $71,400.00
2 P-151 CLEARING AND GRUBBING 0.1 AC No values $25,000.00 $2,500.00 $10,000.00 $1,000.00
3 P-152 UNCLASSIFIED EXCAVATION 100 CY shown, as $26.00 $2,600.00 $10.00 $1,000.00
4 P-152 UNSUITABLE EXCAVATION 25 CY bid was $45.00 $1,125.00 $15.00 $375.00
5 P-156 TEMPORARY STABILIZED CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE 1 EA deemed $3,500.00 $3,500.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00
6 P-156 TEMPORARY SILT FENCE 440 LF non-responsive $4.00 $1,760.00 $8.00 $3,520.00
7 P-156 TEMPORARY ROCK OVERFLOW OUTLET 2 EA $870.00 $1,740.00 $500.00 $1,000.00
8 P-156 EXCELSIOR EROSION CONTROL MATTING 1,600 SY $3.00 $4,800.00 $5.00 $8,000.00
9 P-160 BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT MILLING (VARIABLE DEPTH) 15,825 SY $4.20 $66,465.00 $7.00 $110,775.00
10 P-401 BITUMINOUS CONCRETE SURFACE COURSE 4,300 TN $115.00 $494,500.00 $125.00 $537,500.00
11 P-602 BITUMINOUS PRIME COAT 5,000 GAL $3.50 $17,500.00 $6.00 $30,000.00
12 P-603 BITUMINOUS TACK COAT 2,000 GAL $2.80 $5,600.00 $6.00 $12,000.00
13 P-620 PAVEMENT MARKING (REFLECTORIZED WHITE) 500 SF $3.80 $1,900.00 $2.50 $1,250.00
14 T-901 PERMANENT SEEDING (MULCHED) 0.5 AC $3,100.00 $1,550.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00
15 SPEC. CONCRETE WHEEL STOP 14 EA $275.00 $3,850.00 $200.00 $2,800.00

SUBTOTAL BID AMOUNT $695,390.00 ** $785,620.00

BID SCHEDULE A: $0.00 $695,390.00 $785,620.00
BID SCHEDULE B: $0.00 $137,760.00 $91,625.00

TOTAL BID AMOUNT: $0.00 $833,150.00 $877,245.00

* ERROR IN EXTENDED TOTAL
** ERROR IN TOTAL BID AMOUNT

I HEREBY CERTIFY THIS TABULATION OF BIDS TO BE CORRECT.

    J. Andrew Shook

TALBERT & BRIGHT, INC. DATE

KMD CONSTRUCTION, LLC JT RUSSELL & SONS, INC.

9/21/2016

ALBEMARLE, NC
LIC.#2767

ENGINEER'S

LIC.#49998
ESTIMATESALISBURY, NC



BID TABULATION
NORTH RAMP REHABILITATION AND SOUTH RAMP EXPANSION
ROWAN COUNTY AIRPORT
TBI PROJECT NO. 3708-1503

BID SCHEDULE B - SOUTH RAMP EXPANSION
Page 2 of 2
September 6, 2016

ITEM SPEC BASE BID
NO. NO. DESCRIPTION UNIT QTY UNIT PRICE EXT TOTAL UNIT PRICE EXT TOTAL UNIT PRICE EXT TOTAL

1 GP-105 MOBILIZATION 1 LS $35,000.00 $35,000.00 $8,300.00 $8,300.00
2 REP EXISTING PAVEMENT REMOVAL 240 SY No values $10.00 $2,400.00 $10.00 $2,400.00
3 P-152 UNCLASSIFIED EXCAVATION 375 CY shown, as $28.00 $10,500.00 $10.00 $3,750.00
4 P-152 UNSUITABLE EXCAVATION 50 CY bid was $45.00 $2,250.00 $15.00 $750.00
5 P-156 EXCELSIOR EROSION CONTROL MATTING 135 SY deemed $3.00 $405.00 $5.00 $675.00
6 P-156 TEMPORARY STABILIZED CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE 1 EA non-responsive $3,500.00 $3,500.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00
7 P-156 TEMORARY SILT FENCE 475 LF $4.00 $1,900.00 $8.00 $3,800.00
8 P-156 TEMPORARY ROCK OVERFLOW OUTLET 2 EA $270.00 $540.00 $500.00 $1,000.00
9 P-156 TEMPORARY SILT SACK INLET PROTECTION 2 EA $400.00 $800.00 $500.00 $1,000.00
10 P-160 BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT MILLING 185 SY $23.00 $4,255.00 $5.00 $925.00
11 P-209 CRUSHED AGGREGATE BASE COURSE 325 CY $105.00 $34,125.00 $60.00 $19,500.00
12 P-401 BITUMINOUS CONCRETE SURFACE COURSE 285 TN $120.00 $34,200.00 $125.00 $35,625.00
13 P-602 BITUMINOUS PRIME COAT 320 GAL $4.00 $1,280.00 $4.00 $1,280.00
14 P-603 BITUMINOUS TACK COAT 1,245 GAL $3.00 $3,735.00 $6.00 $7,470.00
15 P-620 EXISTING PAVEMENT MARKING REMOVAL 15 SF $88.00 $1,320.00 $10.00 $150.00
16 T-901 PERMANENT SEEDING (MULCHED) 0.5 AC $3,100.00 $1,550.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00

SUBTOTAL BID AMOUNT $0.00 $137,760.00 $91,625.00

KMD CONSTRUCTION, LLC JT RUSSELL & SONS, INC. ENGINEER'S
SALISBURY, NC ALBEMARLE, NC ESTIMATE

LIC.#49998 LIC.#2767



ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: County Manager Aaron Church
DATE: September 26, 2016
SUBJECT: Rockwell EMS Station Contract

Authorize County Manager to execute Rockwell EMS Station Contract. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Rockwell EMS Station Contract 9/26/2016 Cover Memo



   Document A101TM – 2007 
Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Contractor where the basis of 
payment is a Stipulated Sum 
 

Init. 

/ 

AIA Document A101™ – 2007. Copyright © 1915, 1918, 1925, 1937, 1951, 1958, 1961, 1963, 1967, 1974, 1977, 1987, 1991, 1997 and 2007 by The American 
Institute of Architects. All rights reserved. WARNING: This AIA®  Document is protected by U.S. Copyright Law and International Treaties. Unauthorized 
reproduction or distribution of this AIA®  Document, or any portion of it, may result in severe civil and criminal penalties, and will be prosecuted to 
the maximum extent possible under the law. This document was produced by AIA software at 10:59:46 on 09/23/2016 under Order No.1419905299_1 which 
expires on 10/10/2016, and is not for resale. 
User Notes:   (1298823015) 
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ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS:  
The author of this document has 
added information needed for its 
completion. The author may also 
have revised the text of the original 
AIA standard form. An Additions and 
Deletions Report that notes added 
information as well as revisions to 
the standard form text is available 
from the author and should be 
reviewed. A vertical line in the left 
margin of this document indicates 
where the author has added 
necessary information and where 
the author has added to or deleted 
from the original AIA text. 

This document has important legal 
consequences. Consultation with an 
attorney is encouraged with respect 
to its completion or modification. 

AIA Document A201™–2007, 
General Conditions of the Contract 
for Construction, is adopted in this 
document by reference. Do not use 
with other general conditions unless 
this document is modified. 

AGREEMENT made as of the  26th  day of  September  in the year  2016  
(In words, indicate day, month and year.) 
 
BETWEEN the Owner: 
(Name, legal status, address and other information) 
 
Rowan County     
130 West Innes Street   
Salisbury, NC  28144   
   
 
and the Contractor: 
(Name, legal status, address and other information) 
 
Cresent Construction Company, Inc.     
990 Lee Ann Drive   
Concord, NC  28025   
   
 
for the following Project: 
(Name, location and detailed description) 
 
Rowan County – Rockwell EMS Station  
Corner of East Main Street (US Hwy 52) / North Trexler Avenue  
Rockwell, NC  28138   
 
The project is a 2,100 square foot Emergency Medical Services Station.  
Construction is exterior brick veneer (per the accepted alternate) over wood stud 
and CMU walls, and pre-engineered wood trusses with a shingled roof.  Site work 
includes grading, utilities (power, water and sewer), storm drain system, sidewalks, 
paving and landscaping.   
 
The Architect: 
(Name, legal status, address and other information) 
 
Ramsay Burgin Smith Architects, Inc.     
225 North Main Street – Suite 501   
Salisbury, NC  28144   
   
 
The Owner and Contractor agree as follows. 



 

Init. 
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Institute of Architects. All rights reserved. WARNING: This AIA®  Document is protected by U.S. Copyright Law and International Treaties. Unauthorized 
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the maximum extent possible under the law. This document was produced by AIA software at 10:59:46 on 09/23/2016 under Order No.1419905299_1 which 
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TABLE OF ARTICLES 
 
1 THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 
 
2 THE WORK OF THIS CONTRACT 
 
3 DATE OF COMMENCEMENT AND SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION 
 
4 CONTRACT SUM 
 
5 PAYMENTS 
 
6 DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 
7 TERMINATION OR SUSPENSION 
 
8 MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 
9 ENUMERATION OF CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 
 
10 INSURANCE AND BONDS 
 
ARTICLE 1   THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 
The Contract Documents consist of this Agreement, Conditions of the Contract (General, Supplementary and other 
Conditions), Drawings, Specifications, Addenda issued prior to execution of this Agreement, other documents listed 
in this Agreement and Modifications issued after execution of this Agreement, all of which form the Contract, and 
are as fully a part of the Contract as if attached to this Agreement or repeated herein. The Contract represents the 
entire and integrated agreement between the parties hereto and supersedes prior negotiations, representations or 
agreements, either written or oral. An enumeration of the Contract Documents, other than a Modification, appears in 
Article 9. 
 
ARTICLE 2   THE WORK OF THIS CONTRACT 
The Contractor shall fully execute the Work described in the Contract Documents, except as specifically indicated in 
the Contract Documents to be the responsibility of others. 
 
ARTICLE 3   DATE OF COMMENCEMENT AND SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION 
§ 3.1 The date of commencement of the Work shall be the date of this Agreement unless a different date is stated 
below or provision is made for the date to be fixed in a notice to proceed issued by the Owner. 
(Insert the date of commencement if it differs from the date of this Agreement or, if applicable, state that the date 
will be fixed in a notice to proceed.) 
 
Notice to Proceed and commencement of the Work will be dated October 12, 2016   
 
If, prior to the commencement of the Work, the Owner requires time to file mortgages and other security interests, 
the Owner’s time requirement shall be as follows: 
 
§ 3.2 The Contract Time shall be measured from the date of commencement. 
 
§ 3.3 The Contractor shall achieve Substantial Completion of the entire Work not later than  One Hundred – 
Eighty Two  (  182  ) days from the date of commencement, or as follows: 
(Insert number of calendar days. Alternatively, a calendar date may be used when coordinated with the date of 
commencement. If appropriate, insert requirements for earlier Substantial Completion of certain portions of the 
Work.) 
 

Portion of Work Substantial Completion Date 
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, subject to adjustments of this Contract Time as provided in the Contract Documents. 
(Insert provisions, if any, for liquidated damages relating to failure to achieve Substantial Completion on time or for 
bonus payments for early completion of the Work.) 
 
ARTICLE 4   CONTRACT SUM 
§ 4.1 The Owner shall pay the Contractor the Contract Sum in current funds for the Contractor’s performance of the 
Contract. The Contract Sum shall be  Five Hundred Thirty One Thousand – Two Hundred Fifty Dollars and 
No/100  ($  531,250.00   ), subject to additions and deductions as provided in the Contract Documents. 
 
§ 4.2 The Contract Sum is based upon the following alternates, if any, which are described in the Contract 
Documents and are hereby accepted by the Owner: 
(State the numbers or other identification of accepted alternates. If the bidding or proposal documents permit the 
Owner to accept other alternates subsequent to the execution of this Agreement, attach a schedule of such other 
alternates showing the amount for each and the date when that amount expires.) 
 
 Base Bid $ 513,000.00 
  Alternate #1 – Exterior Brick Veneer $ 18,250.00 
  TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT $ 531,250.00   
 
§ 4.3 Unit prices, if any: 
(Identify and state the unit price; state quantity limitations, if any, to which the unit price will be applicable.) 
 

Item Units and Limitations Price Per Unit ($0.00) 
Unit Price #1 – Undercut and Fill* 
 Excavating Undercut Soil on Site 
 Hauling and Legally Disposing Soil 
 Hauling Structural Quality Soil to Site 
 Compacting Structural Quality Soil 
 
Unit Price #2 – Undercut w/ABC Stone 
 Excavating Undercut Soil on Site 
 Hauling and Legally Disposing Soil 
 Hauling ABC Stone to Site 
 Compacting ABC Stone   

 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 

 $ 27.50 
 $ 5.00 
 $ 8.00 
 $ 11.50 
 $ 3.00 
 
 $ 53.00 
 $ 5.00 
 $ 8.00 
 $ 36.00 
 $ 4.00 

 
*The project includes an allowance of 200 cubic yards of undercut and fill, which 

calculates to $5,500.00. 
 
§ 4.4 Allowances included in the Contract Sum, if any: 
(Identify allowance and state exclusions, if any, from the allowance price.) 
 

Item Price 
Contingency Allowance 
Undercut and Fill Allowance (200 cy) 
Testing Allowance 
Water Tap Fee Allowance (per 
Addendum #5)   

 $ 10,000.00 
 $ 5,500.00 
 $ 4,000.00 
 $ 5,000.00 
 

 
ARTICLE 5   PAYMENTS 
§ 5.1 PROGRESS PAYMENTS 
§ 5.1.1 Based upon Applications for Payment submitted to the Architect by the Contractor and Certificates for 
Payment issued by the Architect, the Owner shall make progress payments on account of the Contract Sum to the 
Contractor as provided below and elsewhere in the Contract Documents. 
 
§ 5.1.2 The period covered by each Application for Payment shall be one calendar month ending on the last day of 
the month, or as follows: 
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§ 5.1.3 Provided that an Application for Payment is received by the Architect not later than the  First  day of a 
month, the Owner shall make payment of the certified amount to the Contractor not later than the  Thirtieth (30th)   
day of the  same  month. If an Application for Payment is received by the Architect after the application date fixed 
above, payment shall be made by the Owner not later than  Thirty  (  30  ) days after the Architect receives the 
Application for Payment. 
(Federal, state or local laws may require payment within a certain period of time.) 
 
§ 5.1.4 Each Application for Payment shall be based on the most recent schedule of values submitted by the 
Contractor in accordance with the Contract Documents. The schedule of values shall allocate the entire Contract 
Sum among the various portions of the Work. The schedule of values shall be prepared in such form and supported 
by such data to substantiate its accuracy as the Architect may require. This schedule, unless objected to by the 
Architect, shall be used as a basis for reviewing the Contractor’s Applications for Payment. 
 
§ 5.1.5 Applications for Payment shall show the percentage of completion of each portion of the Work as of the end 
of the period covered by the Application for Payment. 
 
§ 5.1.6 Subject to other provisions of the Contract Documents, the amount of each progress payment shall be 
computed as follows: 

.1 Take that portion of the Contract Sum properly allocable to completed Work as determined by 
multiplying the percentage completion of each portion of the Work by the share of the Contract Sum 
allocated to that portion of the Work in the schedule of values, less retainage of  Five  percent (  5  
%). Pending final determination of cost to the Owner of changes in the Work, amounts not in dispute 
shall be included as provided in Section 7.3.9 of AIA Document A201™–2007, General Conditions 
of the Contract for Construction;  See Reduction Method 5.1.8 

.2 Add that portion of the Contract Sum properly allocable to materials and equipment delivered and 
suitably stored at the site for subsequent incorporation in the completed construction (or, if approved 
in advance by the Owner, suitably stored off the site at a location agreed upon in writing), less 
retainage of  Five  percent (  5  %);  See Reduction Method 5.1.8 

.3 Subtract the aggregate of previous payments made by the Owner; and 

.4 Subtract amounts, if any, for which the Architect has withheld or nullified a Certificate for Payment 
as provided in Section 9.5 of AIA Document A201–2007. 

 
§ 5.1.7 The progress payment amount determined in accordance with Section 5.1.6 shall be further modified under 
the following circumstances: 

.1 Add, upon Substantial Completion of the Work, a sum sufficient to increase the total payments to the 
full amount of the Contract Sum, less such amounts as the Architect shall determine for incomplete 
Work, retainage applicable to such work and unsettled claims; and 
(Section 9.8.5 of AIA Document A201–2007 requires release of applicable retainage upon 
Substantial Completion of Work with consent of surety, if any.) 

.2 Add, if final completion of the Work is thereafter materially delayed through no fault of the 
Contractor, any additional amounts payable in accordance with Section 9.10.3 of AIA Document 
A201–2007. 

 
§ 5.1.8 Reduction or limitation of retainage, if any, shall be as follows: 
(If it is intended, prior to Substantial Completion of the entire Work, to reduce or limit the retainage resulting from 
the percentages inserted in Sections 5.1.6.1 and 5.1.6.2 above, and this is not explained elsewhere in the Contract 
Documents, insert here provisions for such reduction or limitation.) 
 
Prior to reaching a maximum retainage of two and one half percent (2.5%) of the total contract amount, the 
Owner will pay ninety-five percent (95%) of the amount due on the Contractor’s monthly application for 
payment.  Thereafter the Owner will pay one hundred percent (100%) of the Contractor’s monthly 
application for payment amount, holding the 2.5% maximum retainage as a fixed amount until substantial 
completion is certified.  The following conditions must be met to qualify for contractual retainage reduction:  
The project must be on or ahead of schedule.   
 



 

Init. 
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§ 5.1.9 Except with the Owner’s prior approval, the Contractor shall not make advance payments to suppliers for 
materials or equipment which have not been delivered and stored at the site. 
 
§ 5.2 FINAL PAYMENT 
§ 5.2.1 Final payment, constituting the entire unpaid balance of the Contract Sum, shall be made by the Owner to the 
Contractor when 

.1 the Contractor has fully performed the Contract except for the Contractor’s responsibility to correct 
Work as provided in Section 12.2.2 of AIA Document A201–2007, and to satisfy other requirements, 
if any, which extend beyond final payment; and 

.2 a final Certificate for Payment has been issued by the Architect. 
 
§ 5.2.2 The Owner’s final payment to the Contractor shall be made no later than 30 days after the issuance of the 
Architect’s final Certificate for Payment, or as follows: 
 
ARTICLE 6   DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
§ 6.1 INITIAL DECISION MAKER 
The Architect will serve as Initial Decision Maker pursuant to Section 15.2 of AIA Document A201–2007, unless 
the parties appoint below another individual, not a party to this Agreement, to serve as Initial Decision Maker. 
(If the parties mutually agree, insert the name, address and other contact information of the Initial Decision Maker, 
if other than the Architect.) 
 
§ 6.2 BINDING DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
For any Claim subject to, but not resolved by, mediation pursuant to Section 15.3 of AIA Document A201–2007, the 
method of binding dispute resolution shall be as follows: 
(Check the appropriate box. If the Owner and Contractor do not select a method of binding dispute resolution 
below, or do not subsequently agree in writing to a binding dispute resolution method other than litigation, Claims 
will be resolved by litigation in a court of competent jurisdiction.) 
 

[  ] Arbitration pursuant to Section 15.4 of AIA Document A201–2007 
 
[ X ] Litigation in a Superior Court in Rowan County 
 
[  ] Other (Specify) 

 
ARTICLE 7   TERMINATION OR SUSPENSION 
§ 7.1 The Contract may be terminated by the Owner or the Contractor as provided in Article 14 of AIA Document 
A201–2007. 
 
§ 7.2 The Work may be suspended by the Owner as provided in Article 14 of AIA Document A201–2007. 
 
ARTICLE 8   MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
§ 8.1 Where reference is made in this Agreement to a provision of AIA Document A201–2007 or another Contract 
Document, the reference refers to that provision as amended or supplemented by other provisions of the Contract 
Documents. 
 
§ 8.2 Payments due and unpaid under the Contract shall bear interest from the date payment is due at the rate stated 
below, or in the absence thereof, at the legal rate prevailing from time to time at the place where the Project is 
located. 
(Insert rate of interest agreed upon, if any.) 
 
 6  %  Six percent annually, compounded monthly or the maximum allowed by law, whichever is less  
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§ 8.3 The Owner’s representative: 
(Name, address and other information) 
 
Mr. Aaron Church, County Manager   
Rowan County   
130 West Innes Street   
Salisbury, NC  28144   
 
§ 8.4 The Contractor’s representative: 
(Name, address and other information) 
 
Mr. Keith Gabriel, President   
Cresent Construction Company, Inc.   
990 Lee Ann Drive   
Concord, NC  28025   
 
§ 8.5 Neither the Owner’s nor the Contractor’s representative shall be changed without ten days written notice to the 
other party. 
 
§ 8.6 Other provisions: 
 
ARTICLE 9   ENUMERATION OF CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 
§ 9.1 The Contract Documents, except for Modifications issued after execution of this Agreement, are enumerated 
in the sections below. 
 
§ 9.1.1 The Agreement is this executed AIA Document A101–2007, Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner 
and Contractor. 
 
§ 9.1.2 The General Conditions are AIA Document A201–2007, General Conditions of the Contract for 
Construction. 
 
§ 9.1.3 The Supplementary and other Conditions of the Contract: 
 

Document Title Date Pages 
Specifications   Invitation to Bid 

Instructions to Bidders 
Table of Contents 
Form of Proposal 
RBSA Office Rate Sheet 
General Conditions 
Supplementary 
General Conditions 

 August, 2016 
 August, 2016 
 August, 2016 
 August, 2016 
 January, 2015 
 August, 2016 
 August, 2016 
 

 2 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 1 
 7 
 10 
 

 
§ 9.1.4 The Specifications: 
(Either list the Specifications here or refer to an exhibit attached to this Agreement.) 
SEE ATTACHMENT "A" TABLE OF CONTENTS   
 

Section Title Date Pages 
      

 
§ 9.1.5 The Drawings: 
(Either list the Drawings here or refer to an exhibit attached to this Agreement.) 
SEE ATTACHMENT "B" – SCHEDULE OF DRAWINGS   
 

Number Title Date 
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§ 9.1.6 The Addenda, if any: 
 

Number Date Pages 
  1 
  2 
  3 
  4 
  5   

8/22/16 
 8/30/16 
 8/31/16 
 9/6/16 
 9/7/16 

 1 
 9 
 1 
 1 
 1 

 
Portions of Addenda relating to bidding requirements are not part of the Contract Documents unless the bidding 
requirements are also enumerated in this Article 9. 
 
§ 9.1.7 Additional documents, if any, forming part of the Contract Documents: 
 

.1 AIA Document E201™–2007, Digital Data Protocol Exhibit, if completed by the parties, or the 
following: 

 
.2 Other documents, if any, listed below: 

(List here any additional documents that are intended to form part of the Contract Documents. AIA 
Document A201–2007 provides that bidding requirements such as advertisement or invitation to bid, 
Instructions to Bidders, sample forms and the Contractor’s bid are not part of the Contract 
Documents unless enumerated in this Agreement.  They should be listed here only if intended to be 
part of the Contract Documents.) 

 
ARTICLE 10   INSURANCE AND BONDS 
The Contractor shall purchase and maintain insurance and provide bonds as set forth in Article 11 of AIA Document 
A201–2007. 
(State bonding requirements, if any, and limits of liability for insurance required in Article 11 of AIA Document 
A201–2007.) 
 

Type of insurance or bond Limit of liability or bond amount ($0.00) 
See Supplementary General Conditions 
  Article 11:  Insurance and Bonds     

 

 
 
This Agreement entered into as of the day and year first written above. 
 
 
ROWAN COUNTY 
   

 CRESENT CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.   

OWNER (Signature)  CONTRACTOR (Signature) 

Aaron Church,   County Manager    Keith Gabriel,  President   
(Printed name and title)  (Printed name and title) 
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added to the standard form AIA document in order to complete it, as well as any text the author may have added to or deleted from 
the original AIA text. Added text is shown underlined. Deleted text is indicated with a horizontal line through the original AIA text. 

Note:  This Additions and Deletions Report is provided for information purposes only and is not incorporated into or constitute any 
part of the associated AIA document. This Additions and Deletions Report and its associated document were generated 
simultaneously by AIA software at 10:59:46 on 09/23/2016. 
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PAGE 1 
 
AGREEMENT made as of the  26th  day of  September  in the year  2016  
 
… 
 
Rowan County     
130 West Innes Street   
Salisbury, NC  28144   
 
… 
 
Cresent Construction Company, Inc.     
990 Lee Ann Drive   
Concord, NC  28025   
 
… 
 
Rowan County – Rockwell EMS Station  
Corner of East Main Street (US Hwy 52) / North Trexler Avenue  
Rockwell, NC  28138   
 
The project is a 2,100 square foot Emergency Medical Services Station.  Construction is exterior brick 
veneer (per the accepted alternate) over wood stud and CMU walls, and pre-engineered wood trusses with a 
shingled roof.  Site work includes grading, utilities (power, water and sewer), storm drain system, sidewalks, 
paving and landscaping.   
 
The Architect: 
 
… 
 
Ramsay Burgin Smith Architects, Inc.     
225 North Main Street – Suite 501   
Salisbury, NC  28144   
 
PAGE 2 
 
Notice to Proceed and commencement of the Work will be dated October 12, 2016   
 
… 
 
§ 3.3 The Contractor shall achieve Substantial Completion of the entire Work not later than  One Hundred – 
Eighty Two  (  182  ) days from the date of commencement, or as follows: 
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PAGE 3 
 
§ 4.1 The Owner shall pay the Contractor the Contract Sum in current funds for the Contractor’s performance of the 
Contract. The Contract Sum shall be  Five Hundred Thirty One Thousand – Two Hundred Fifty Dollars and 
No/100  ($  531,250.00   ), subject to additions and deductions as provided in the Contract Documents. 
 
… 
 
 Base Bid $ 513,000.00 
  Alternate #1 – Exterior Brick Veneer $ 18,250.00 
  TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT $ 531,250.00   
 
… 
 

Unit Price #1 – Undercut and Fill* 
 Excavating Undercut Soil on Site 
 Hauling and Legally Disposing Soil 
 Hauling Structural Quality Soil to Site 
 Compacting Structural Quality Soil 
 
Unit Price #2 – Undercut w/ABC Stone 
 Excavating Undercut Soil on Site 
 Hauling and Legally Disposing Soil 
 Hauling ABC Stone to Site 
 Compacting ABC Stone   

 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 
 Cubic Yard 

 $ 27.50 
 $ 5.00 
 $ 8.00 
 $ 11.50 
 $ 3.00 
 
 $ 53.00 
 $ 5.00 
 $ 8.00 
 $ 36.00 
 $ 4.00 

 
*The project includes an allowance of 200 cubic yards of undercut and fill, which 

calculates to $5,500.00. 
 
 
… 
 

Contingency Allowance 
Undercut and Fill Allowance (200 cy) 
Testing Allowance 
Water Tap Fee Allowance (per 
Addendum #5)   

 $ 10,000.00 
 $ 5,500.00 
 $ 4,000.00 
 $ 5,000.00 
 

 
PAGE 4 
 
§ 5.1.3 Provided that an Application for Payment is received by the Architect not later than the  First  day of a 
month, the Owner shall make payment of the certified amount to the Contractor not later than the  Thirtieth (30th)   
day of the  same  month. If an Application for Payment is received by the Architect after the application date fixed 
above, payment shall be made by the Owner not later than  Thirty  (  30  ) days after the Architect receives the 
Application for Payment. 
 
… 
 

.1 Take that portion of the Contract Sum properly allocable to completed Work as determined by 
multiplying the percentage completion of each portion of the Work by the share of the Contract Sum 
allocated to that portion of the Work in the schedule of values, less retainage of  Five  percent (  5  
%). Pending final determination of cost to the Owner of changes in the Work, amounts not in dispute 
shall be included as provided in Section 7.3.9 of AIA Document A201™–2007, General Conditions 
of the Contract for Construction;  See Reduction Method 5.1.8 

.2 Add that portion of the Contract Sum properly allocable to materials and equipment delivered and 
suitably stored at the site for subsequent incorporation in the completed construction (or, if approved 
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in advance by the Owner, suitably stored off the site at a location agreed upon in writing), less 
retainage of  Five  percent (  5  %);  See Reduction Method 5.1.8 

 
… 
 
Prior to reaching a maximum retainage of two and one half percent (2.5%) of the total contract amount, the 
Owner will pay ninety-five percent (95%) of the amount due on the Contractor’s monthly application for 
payment.  Thereafter the Owner will pay one hundred percent (100%) of the Contractor’s monthly 
application for payment amount, holding the 2.5% maximum retainage as a fixed amount until substantial 
completion is certified.  The following conditions must be met to qualify for contractual retainage reduction:  
The project must be on or ahead of schedule.   
 
PAGE 5 
 

[ X ] Litigation in a court of competent jurisdictionSuperior Court in Rowan County 
 
… 
 
 6  %  Six percent annually, compounded monthly or the maximum allowed by law, whichever is less  
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PAGE 6 
 
Mr. Aaron Church, County Manager   
Rowan County   
130 West Innes Street   
Salisbury, NC  28144   
 
… 
 
Mr. Keith Gabriel, President   
Cresent Construction Company, Inc.   
990 Lee Ann Drive   
Concord, NC  28025   
 
… 
 

Specifications   Invitation to Bid 
Instructions to Bidders 
Table of Contents 
Form of Proposal 
RBSA Office Rate Sheet 
General Conditions 
Supplementary 
General Conditions 

 August, 2016 
 August, 2016 
 August, 2016 
 August, 2016 
 January, 2015 
 August, 2016 
 August, 2016 
 

 2 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 1 
 7 
 10 
 

 
… 
 
SEE ATTACHMENT "A" TABLE OF CONTENTS   
 
… 
 
SEE ATTACHMENT "B" – SCHEDULE OF DRAWINGS   
 
PAGE 7 
 

  1 
  2 
  3 
  4 
  5   

8/22/16 
 8/30/16 
 8/31/16 
 9/6/16 
 9/7/16 

 1 
 9 
 1 
 1 
 1 

 
… 
 

See Supplementary General Conditions 
  Article 11:  Insurance and Bonds     

 

 
… 
 
ROWAN COUNTY 
   

 CRESENT CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.   

 
… 
 

Aaron Church,   County Manager    Keith Gabriel,  President   
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Certification of Document’s Authenticity 
AIA® Document D401™ – 2003 
 
 
I,  , hereby certify, to the best of my knowledge, information and belief, that I created the attached final document 
simultaneously with its associated Additions and Deletions Report and this certification at 10:59:46 on 09/23/2016 
under Order No. 1419905299_1 from AIA Contract Documents software and that in preparing the attached final 
document I made no changes to the original text of AIA® Document A101™ – 2007, Standard Form of Agreement 
Between Owner and Contractor  where the basis of payment is a Stipulated Sum, as published by the AIA in its 
software, other than those additions and deletions shown in the associated Additions and Deletions Report. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
(Signed)  
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
(Title)  
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
(Dated) 



ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Amy-Lynn Albertson, County Extension Director
DATE: September 26, 2016
SUBJECT: Special Recognition - Rowan County 4-H

 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Memorandum 9/26/2016 Cover Memo



 

 

 

 

September 20, 2016 
 
 
 
Mr. Greg Edds, Chairman 
Rowan County Board of Commissioners 
130 W. Innes Street 
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 
 
Dear Chairman Edds: 
 
In honor of National 4-H Week, Cooperative Extension is requesting to be put on 
the agenda of the October 3, 2016 Commissioner’s meeting.  Sam Oster (age 15) 
and Hailey Ziegelhofer (age 11), Rowan County 4-H’ers of the year, would like to 
make a special short presentation to the Rowan County Board of Commissioners.  
 
During National 4-H Week, we honor the adult volunteers who mentor and 
educate true leaders.  Not only does Extension recognize their 4-H volunteers, 
but also the Extension Master Gardener volunteers and the Extension Community 
Association volunteers.  This National 4-H Week, we celebrate all of our 
volunteers!  Rowan County volunteers do the work they do, because of the true 
leaders our youth will become. 
 
In 2015, Rowan County Cooperative Extension volunteers donated 6,475 hours 
at a value of $23.51/hour equaling $152,151.00. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Amy-Lynn Albertson 
County Extension Director 
 
ALA/mm 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service 

North Carolina State University and North Carolina A&T State University commit themselves to positive action to secure equal opportunity regardless of 

race, color, creed, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status or disability.  In addition, the two Universities welcome all persons without regard to 

sexual orientation.   North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments 

cooperating. 

NC STATE UNIVERSITY 

Rowan County Center 
2727-A Old Concord Road 
Salisbury, NC  28146 
Phone:  704-216-8970 
Fax:  704-216-8995 
URL:  http://rowan.ces.ncsu.edu  



ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Gary Price, Rowan Transit System Director
DATE: September 22, 2016
SUBJECT: Public Hearing For FY'2018 Community Transportation Program Grant

The North Carolina Public Transportation Division is now accepting Community Transportation Program 
[CTP] applications for Fiscal Year 2018.  The CTP is the principal source of funding for the RTS 
operations.  The following overview is provided for your consideration at the October 3, 2016 Public 
Hearing.
 
Administration:         Requesting $182,323:          $154,974 or 85% grant & $27,349 or 15% County 
match 
Grant will support two positions, travel, communications, utilities, fleet insurance and office expenses.
 
Capital Equipment:   Requesting $347,000:                  $312,300 or 90% grant & $34,700 or 10% County 
match 
1.      DOT uses a 115,000 mile vehicle replacement schedule for vans and 145,000 miles for Light Transit 
Vehicles. Five vehicles qualified for replacement in FY’18.
2.      There is no guarantee new vehicles will be approved by NCDOT.
3.      New vehicle deliveries arrive in spring of 2018.  Actual replacement mileage will average 150,000 
miles vans and 180,000 for LTV’s.
4.      Upon delivery of new vehicles, old vehicles must be sold at one of the County auctions or on 
govdeals.com 
5.      DOT requires proceeds to be spent on transit operations
 
 
Conduct Public Hearing:     Conduct the Public Hearing on the FY’2018 CTP application.  [BOC clerk 
asked to provide an official record of the public hearing minutes to be included with the CTP application.] 
 
Adopt CTP Resolution:       Identifies the County Manager as the “authorized official” to make the 
necessary federal and state assurances and certifications on application documents with empowerment to 
enter into subsequent NCDOT grant agreements. The County Attorney must also affirm that Rowan 
County has authority under State and local Law to make and comply with certifications and assurances.  
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type



2018 CTP Resolution 9/22/2016 Resolution Letter



COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM RESOLUTION 

 

Section 5311 

FY 2018 RESOLUTION 
 

Applicant seeking permission to apply for Community Transportation Program funding, enter into agreement with the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation, provide the necessary assurances and the required local match. 
 
A motion was made by (Board Member’s Name)       and seconded by (Board Member’s Name or N/A, if not required)       for the 
adoption of the following resolution, and upon being put to a vote was duly adopted. 
 

WHEREAS, Article 2B of Chapter 136 of the North Carolina General Statutes and the Governor of North Carolina 
have designated the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) as the agency responsible for 
administering federal and state public transportation funds; and 

 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation will apply for a grant from the US Department of 
Transportation, Federal Transit Administration and receives funds from the North Carolina General Assembly to 
provide assistance for rural public transportation projects; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of these transportation funds is to provide grant monies to local agencies for the 

provision of rural public transportation services consistent with the policy requirements for planning, community 
and agency involvement, service design, service alternatives, training and conference participation, reporting and 
other requirements (drug and alcohol testing policy and program, disadvantaged business enterprise program, 
and fully allocated costs analysis); and 

 
WHEREAS, (Legal Name of Applicant)  Rowan County hereby assures and certifies that it will provide the required 
local matching funds; that its staff has the technical capacity to implement and manage the project, prepare 
required reports, obtain required training, attend meetings and conferences; and agrees to comply with the federal 
and state statutes, regulations, executive orders, Section 5333 (b) Warranty, and all administrative requirements 
related to the applications made to and grants received from the Federal Transit Administration, as well as the 
provisions of Section 1001 of Title 18, U. S. C. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the (Authorized Official’s Title)* County Manager of (Name of Applicant’s Governing 

Body)  Rowan County  is hereby authorized to submit a grant application for federal and state funding, make the 
necessary assurances and certifications and be empowered to enter into an agreement with the NCDOT to 
provide rural public transportation services. 

 
I (Certifying Official’s Name)*  Aaron Church (Certifying Official’s Title)  Rowan County Manager do hereby certify that the above is a 
true and correct copy of an excerpt from the minutes of a meeting of the (Name of Applicant’s Governing Board) Rowan County 
Board of Commissioners  duly held on the 3 day of October, 2016. 
       
 
 
Signature of Certifying Official 

 
*Note that the authorized official, certifying official, and notary public should be three separate individuals. 

 
Seal Subscribed and sworn to me (date)   

 
 
Notary Public * 

 

 
Printed Name and Address        

 
My commission expires (date)   
 

Affix Notary Seal Here 



ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Shane Stewart, Assistant Planning Director
DATE: September 23, 2016
SUBJECT: Public Hearing for Z 10-16

Vernon Powell is requesting the rezoning of a portion of an 81.8 acre parcel owned by Jerry Trevey, 
James Epting, and Andrea Powell referenced as Tax Parcel 052-096 located at Long Ferry Road and an 
unnamed interstate service road near Interstate 85 from 85-ED-1 to 85-ED-2 and Commercial, Business, 
Industrial (CBI).  Planning Staff recently met with Rowan Works staff regarding a potential development 
opportunity at this location which would require 85-ED-2 zoning designation and a conditional use permit.
 
Rezoning the area south of the service road 85-ED-2 would leave two (2) portions of adjacent parcels – 
.16 acres of Tax Parcel 052-093 and .35 acres of Tax Parcel 052-095 – zoned 85-ED-1 (see map of 
additional property to include).  As such, Planning Staff provided mailed notice to the property owners 
indicating these areas would be included within this request.  As per sec. 21-362(d), the Board of 
Commissioners, Planning Board, or property owners and their agents are able to initiate a rezoning.  Staff 
requests the Board of Commissioners include these areas with the recommendation for Z 10-16.
 
 
Conduct public hearing, motion to adopt statement of consistency and reasonableness, and motion to 
approve / deny / table Z 10-16. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Staff Report 9/23/2016 Exhibit

GIS Map 9/23/2016 Exhibit

Map of additional property to include 9/23/2016 Exhibit

Application 9/23/2016 Exhibit
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Chairman Edds and Rowan County Board of Commissioners 
FROM: Shane Stewart, Assistant Planning Director 
DATE:            September 21, 2016 
RE:                  Z 10-16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vernon Powell is requesting the rezoning of a portion of an 81.8 acre 
parcel owned by Jerry Trevey, James Epting, and Andrea Powell 
referenced as Tax Parcel 052-096 located at Long Ferry Road and an 

unnamed interstate service road near Interstate 85 from 85-ED-1 to 85-ED-2 and 
Commercial, Business, Industrial (CBI) [see enclosed map].  Planning Staff recently met 
with Rowan Works staff regarding a potential development opportunity at this location 
which would require 85-ED-2 zoning designation and a conditional use permit. 
 
Rezoning the area south of the service road 85-ED-2 would leave two (2) portions of 
adjacent parcels – .16 acres of Tax Parcel 052-093 and .35 acres of Tax Parcel 052-095 – 
zoned 85-ED-1.  As such, Planning Staff provided mailed notice to the property owners 
indicating these areas would be included within this request.  As per sec. 21-362(d), the 
Board of Commissioners, Planning Board, or property owners and their agents are able to 
initiate a rezoning.  Staff requests the Board of Commissioners include these areas with 
the recommendation for Z 10-16. 

 
1.   Relationship and conformity with any plans and policies. 
 

SUGGESTED BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ACTION 
 
   Receive staff report      Petitioner comments      Conduct 
public hearing      Close hearing & discuss      Motion to adopt 
statement of consistency & reasonableness      Motion to Approve / 
Deny / Table Z 10-16 
 

REQUEST 

ZONING 
CRITERIA 
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Plans – This property is located within Area 2 and, more importantly, the Commercial 
and Industrial Corridor along Interstate 85 as identified by the East Rowan Land Use 
Plan.  In general, the plan encourages commercial, industrial, and mixed uses within one 
(1) mile of the interstate and would support both the existing and proposed zoning 
designations.  
 
Policies – N/A. 
 
2.   Consistency with the requested zoning district’s purpose and intent. 
 

The 85 ED districts“…are hereby established to preserve, encourage and enhance the 
economic development opportunities in areas adjacent and near I-85 in accordance to 
plans adopted by the county board of commissioners.  It is recognized that I-85 is 
uniquely important the future of the county because of the great potential for 
development of all types that exist along this corridor.  Development within these districts 
shall be of types which maximize the economic benefits to the county while minimizing 
the potential impacts. 

The district are designed to accommodate, as appropriate, uses such as manufacturing, 
distribution, retail, service industries, corporate parks.  Certain individual uses may be 
allowed as uses by right in some districts, while other more intensive uses may require a 
higher level of review and approval by the county.  The districts encourage and allow 
more creative design of land development than may be provided on other general zoning 
districts.  This flexibility is provided for planned unit developments.” 

 
85-ED-1.  The purpose of the 85-ED-1 district is to encourage the location of "high 
capital investment/high wage/low employment/clean" industries.  Certain industries shall 
be allowed as permitted uses standards provided to protect adjacent neighborhoods.  
Other heavy industries may be allowed as conditional uses.  If part of a larger master plan 
limited accessory and ancillary retail and service uses may be allowed. 
 
85-ED-2.  In areas where existing conditions such as surrounding development, access 
etc. may make the area less marketable for uses listed exclusively in the 85-ED-1 district 
then the 85-ED-2 district may be appropriate.  The primary additions to this district are 
distribution and wholesaling operations. 
 
Commercial, Business, Industrial, CBI. This zone allows for a wide range of 
commercial, business and light industrial activities which provide goods and services. 
This district is typically for more densely developed suburban areas, major transportation 
corridors, and major cross-roads communities.  However this district may also exist or be 
created in an area other than listed in this subsection if the existing or proposed 
development is compatible with the surrounding area and the overall public good is 
served. 
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Between 2000-2003, properties along I-85 were evaluated for inclusion within newly 
established economic development zones (85-ED-1 through 4) to provide additional non-
residential district options.  A transition from 85-ED-1 to 85-ED-2 is somewhat a 
“lateral” move as the 85-ED-2 district permit all uses allowed in 85-ED-1 in addition to 
distribution and wholesale trade as conditional uses. 
 
3.   Compatibility of all uses within the proposed district classification with other 
properties and conditions in the vicinity. 
 
Compatibility of uses – The below table provides a generalized list of land use categories 
permitted in the 85-ED-1, 85-ED-2, and CBI districts.  A more detailed list may be found 
in sections 21-34 & 113 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 

Land Use 85-ED-1 85-ED-2 CBI 
Residential Not allowed Not allowed Permitted 
Construction Not allowed Not allowed Permitted 
Manufacturing Most permitted Most permitted Most permitted 
Transp., Comm., 
etc. 

Not allowed Not allowed Permitted 

Wholesale Trade Not allowed Permitted with CUP Permitted 
Retail Trade Not allowed Not allowed Permitted 
Fin., Insur., etc. Not allowed Not allowed Permitted 
Services Not allowed Not allowed Most permitted 

 
 
Conditions in the vicinity (see enclosed map) –  
 
North – Rushco Market gas station at 1190 Long Ferry Rd. (LFR), Duke Energy 
substation (1220 LFR), and properties along Willow Creek Dr. (interstate service road) 
zoned 85-ED-2 by the county and Interstate Business (IB) and Manufacturing and 
Industrial (I) by the Town of Spencer. 
 
South – Town Creek and its associated floodplain and the ALDI distribution facility at 
1985 Old Union Ch. Rd. 
 
East – Mobi Lodge (1400 Block LFR), a 37 space manufactured home park zoned 85-
ED-1, Sharp Transit (1355 LFR), Salisbury-Rowan Utilities (SRU) water tower, 
concentration of residential uses, and large undeveloped properties. 
 
West – Salisbury wastewater treatment plant at the end of Heiligtown Rd., IB and 85-ED-
2 zoned areas by the Town of Spencer and East Spencer respectively, and three (3) 
businesses along Montclair Dr. (interstate service road). 
 
4.   Potential impact on facilities such as roads, utilities and schools. 
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Roads – This parcel has 1,172 ft. of frontage on the unnamed frontage road and 501 ft. on 
Long Ferry Rd., which is classified as a major thoroughfare.  Surprisingly, the NCDOT 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan does not contain a design capacity for this portion of 
Long Ferry Road.  Average daily traffic count from 2013 suggests 4,700 vehicle trips 
along this section of Long Ferry Road (historical high of 5,400 in 2009). 
 
Utilities – Public water is available along Long Ferry Road extending from the adjacent 
water tower to the Town of East Spencer.  Sewer is available at the wastewater treatment 
facility on the west side of I-85. 
  
Schools – Both 85-ED-1 and 2 do not permit residential uses; CBI does permit residential 
use but is an unlikely land use choice.  
 

In addition to the above criteria, sec. 21-362 (c) of the 
Zoning Ordinance indicates the primary question before the 
Planning Board / Board of Commissioners in a rezoning 

decision is “whether the proposed change advances the public health, safety, or welfare 
as well as the intent and spirit of the ordinance.”  Additionally, the boards “shall not 
regard as controlling any advantages or disadvantages to the individual requesting the 
change but shall consider the impact of the proposed zoning change on the public at 
large.” 
 

The Board of Commissioners must develop a statement of 
consistency describing whether its action is consistent with any 
adopted comprehensive plans and indicate why their action is 

reasonable and in the public interest [sec. 21-362 (j)].  Staff recommends also providing a 
statement analyzing the reasonableness of the decision. 
 

The “Trevey” site contains a number of important 
infrastructure features and excellent interstate visibility 
necessary to attract a variety of economic development 

opportunities.  A district change to 85-ED-2 affords additional distribution and wholesale 
trade options  for the main part of the property (subject to issuance of a conditional use 
permit) while the CBI area provides a more appropriate designation for the corner lot.  
The two (2) portions of adjacent properties staff recommended to include within this 
request would ensure a consistent zoning map for the county jurisdictional area. 

 
Based on the 
advanced scheduling 
of the October 3rd 

Public Hearing, the Planning Board meeting has yet to occur before preparation of this 
memo.  As such, the results of this meeting and the subsequent statement formulation will 
be delivered at the public hearing.  

STAFF COMMENTS 

DECISION MAKING 

PROCEDURES 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 PLANNING BOARD MEETING 
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ROWAN COUNTY 
A COUNTY COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 

130 West Innes Street - Salisbury, NC 28144 
TELEPHONE: 704-216-8180 * FAX: 704-216-8195 

MEMO TO COMMISSIONERS: 
 
FROM: Carolyn Barger, Clerk to the Board
DATE: September 22,
SUBJECT: Second Reading for Proposed Revisions to Chapter 5 (Animals) of the Rowan County 

Code of Ordinances

In accordance with the Rowan County Code of Ordinances the Board must have a second reading for the 
proposed revisions to the Animal Ordinance.
 
Chapter 2, Sec. 2-227 of the Rowan County Code of Ordinances deals with the adoption, amendment or 
repeal of ordinances.  The Ordinance states, " If the proposed measure is approved by a majority but not 
by all the members of the board, or if the measure is not voted on at that meeting, it shall be considered 
at the next regular meeting of the board. If it then or at any time thereafter within one hundred (100) days 
of its introduction receives a majority of the votes cast, the measure is adopted."  
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Approved Redline Text - September 19, 
2016 9/27/2016 Cover Memo

Approved Text - Clean Version - 
September 19, 2016 9/27/2016 Cover Memo
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Chapter 5 - ANIMALS[1]  

Footnotes:  

--- (1) ---  

Editor's note—An ordinance adopted June 7, 1995, amended ch. 5 in its entirety, in effect repealing and 
reenacting said chapter to read as herein set out. The former ch. 5, §§ 5-26—5-39 and 5-51—5-59, 
pertained to similar subject matter and derived from §§ I—XIII and XV of an ordinance adopted Nov. 6, 
1989. 

Cross reference— Licenses, Ch. 10; noise, Ch. 14; insect and rodent control at mass gatherings, § 12-
79; animals at large in parks, § 16-35; disposal of animals in solid waste containers, § 19-29(g)(7); 
streets, sidewalks and other public places, Ch. 19.5. 

State Law reference— Authority of county to levy taxes to provide animal protection and control 
programs, G.S. 153A-149(c)(6); animal license tax, G.S. 153A-153; animal shelters, G.S. 153A-442; 
dogs, G.S. Ch. 67; power of county to regulate, restrict or prohibit the possession or harboring of 
dangerous animals, G.S. 153A-131; wildlife resources commission, G.S. 143-237 et seq.; rabies, G.S. 
130A-184 et seq.; protection of animals, G.S. Ch. 19A. 

 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL  

 

Secs. 5-1—5-25. - Reserved.  

ARTICLE II. - ANIMAL CONTROL  

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY  

 

Sec. 5-26. - Authorization.  

 Rowan County Animal Services, is authorized under the provisions of G.S. Ch. 130A-39 to adopt 
appropriate rules for the protection of the public health regarding animal control concerns in the county.   

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(A); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(A)) 

Sec. 5-27. - Purpose.  

It is the purpose of these rules to supplement the state laws by providing a procedure for the 
enforcement of state laws relating to rabies control, in addition to the criminal penalties provided by state 
law.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(B); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(B)) 

Sec. 5-28. - Policy.  
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Consistent with the responsibility to protect and advance the public health, it is declared to be the 
policy of the board that all dogs and cats are to be immunized against rabies; and unless provided 
otherwise herein, that all domesticated animals and all exotic animals are to be restrained in order to 
prevent a public nuisance, danger to humans, injury or disease; and, that all animals are to be treated in a 
humane manner.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(C); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(C); Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-29. - Scope.  

No person shall own or keep a dog, cat or other animal in the county contrary to the provisions of 
these rules. Previously adopted rules, procedures and requirements of the county health department are 
rescinded.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(D); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(D)) 

Sec. 5-30. - Conflict with other laws and regulations.  

The provisions of any federal, state, or municipal law or regulation establishing standards affording 
greater protection to the public welfare, safety and health shall prevail within the jurisdiction of such 
agency over standards established by these rules.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(E); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(E)) 

Sec. 5-31. - Right of entry.  

The Animal Services director, through his/her authorized designee, shall have the right of entry upon 
the premises of any place where entry is necessary to carry out the provisions of these rules. If consent 
for entry is not obtained, an administrative search and inspection warrant shall be obtained pursuant to 
G.S. 15-27.2. However, if an imminent hazard exists, no warrant is required for entry upon the premises.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(F); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(F)) 

Sec. 5-32. - Interference with enforcement.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder or molest the employees of the health 
department in their enforcement of these rules, or to seek to release any animal in the custody of such 
person, except as otherwise specifically provided.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(G); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(G)) 

Sec. 5-33. - Appeals.  

Any person aggrieved by any action of an animal control officer with regard to these rules shall f irst 
confer with the health director, who may affirm or reverse the original decision of the representative. If the 
person is dissatisfied with the health director's decision, he/she shall give written notice of appeal, setting 
forth the grievances, to the health director within thirty (30) days after the conference with the health 
director. Upon receiving this notice the health director shall, within five (5) working days, transmit to the 
chairman of the board the notice and all other pertinent papers. The board shall hold a hearing within 
fifteen (15) days after it receives notice of appeal. The board shall give the appellant no less than ten (10) 
days notice of the date, time and place of the hearing. Any party may appear in person or by agent or 
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attorney. No person shall take any action prohibited by the health department until there is a final 
resolution of the grievance. On appeal, the board shall have the authority to affirm, modify or reverse the 
challenged action. The board shall issue a concise written decision setting forth its reasons with all 
deliberate speed after the hearing.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(H); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(H)) 

Sec. 5-34. - Agency responsibility and authority.  

(a) Authority is hereby granted to Rowan County to establish and maintain an animal control program. 
The  Animal Services department shall employ animal control officers and such other employees as 
shall be determined necessary, and approved by the county board of commissioners. The  Animal 
Services director, through his/her authorized designee, shall:  

(1) Have responsibility, along with law enforcement agencies, to enforce the laws of North Carolina 
and the rules of the board pertaining to animal control and shall cooperate fully with all law 
enforcement officers within the county in support of these laws/rules.  

(2) Enforce and carry out the laws of North Carolina and the rules of the board pertaining to rabies 
control, except those areas assigned to another agency.  

(3) Be responsible for the investigation of all reported animal bites of humans, for the quarantine of 
any dog or cat involved and suspected of having rabies for a period of not less than ten (10) 
days and reporting to the health director as soon as practicable the occurrence of any such 
animal bite and the condition of any quarantined animal.  

(4) Make such canvasses of the county as necessary for the purpose of ascertaining compliance 
with these rules and state laws pertaining to animal control.  

(5) Be responsible for the operation of the county animal shelter. 

(6) Keep or cause to keep, accurate and detailed records of: 

a. Bite cases, violations and complaints and investigation of these cases. 

b. Seizure, impoundment and disposition of all animals coming into the custody of the animal 
control program.  

c. All monies belonging to the county derived from fees, penalties, or other sources and to 
deposit all funds so collected daily.  

d. Any other matters required by the state law or directed by the health director. 

(7) Issue notices of violations of these rules in such form as the board may prescribe. 

(8) Investigate cruelty to and abuse of animals. 

(9) Be responsible for the seizure and impoundment, where deemed necessary, of any dog or cat 
or other animal in the county involved in a violation of these rules or state law pertaining to 
animal control.  

(10) It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder, or molest the employees of the  
animal services department, in their enforcement of these rules, or to seek to release any 
animal in the custody of such person, except as otherwise specifically provided.  

(b) Penalty for interference with enforcement. Failure to comply with the requirements in subsection (10) 
shall result in a fine for each offense. Fee: One hundred dollars ($100.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § II; Ord. of 11-6-00, § II) 

Sec. 5-35. - Definitions.  
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The following words and phrases shall, for the purpose of these rules, have the meaning assigned 
herein unless the contents clearly indicate another meaning.  

Adequate Food: The provision at suitable intervals, not to exceed 24 hours, of a 
quantity of wholesome foodstuff suitable for the species and age, sufficient to maintain a 
reasonable level of nutrition in each animal. Such foodstuff shall be served in a 
receptacle, dish, or container that is physically clean and in which agents injurious to 

health have been removed or destroyed to a practical minimum. 

Adequate shelter means . that shelter which will keep a nonaquatic animal dry, out of the direct path of 

winds and out of the direct sun, at a temperature level that is healthful for the animal. For dogs, cats and 
other non-feline small animals, the shelter shall be a windproof 
and moisture-proof structure of suitable size to accommodate the animal and allow 
retention of body heat. It shall include four walls, a roof and a solid floor raised up off of  
the ground, with an opening entrance large enough to allow access to the animal, but  
placed in such a way as to keep the animal out of the direct path of winds. Metal barrels 
do not provide adequate shelter for a dog, cat or other small animal and are prohibited for 
that purpose. The structure shall be provided with a sufficient quantity of suitable 
bedding material consisting of hay, straw, cedar shaving, or the equivalent. For all  
animals the containment area shall be free of accumulated waste and debris so that the 
animal shall be free to walk or lie down without coming in contact with any such waste 
or debris, and a suitable method of draining shall be provided to eliminate rapidly excess 
water or moisture. Aquatic or semi-aquatic animals shall have an adequate amount of 

clean water in which to move. Does not apply to cats and the following domesticated livestock: cattle, 
oxen, bison, sheep, swine, goats, horses, ponies, mules, donkeys, donkeys, hinnies, llamas, alpacas, 
lagomorphs, ratites, and poultry (except within municipal corporate limits the term “poultry” applies 
only to poultry flocks greater than 20 birds). 
Adequate Water: A constant access to a supply of clean, fresh water provided in a 
sanitary manner. In near or below freezing temperatures the water must be changed 
frequently to prevent freezing. 

Aggressive means forceful, hostile, injurious or destructive behavior.  

Animal means every live vertebrate other than human beings.  

Animal  enforcement officer means a Rowan County employee designated by the animal services director 
to enforce the Rowan County Animal Control Rules, county ordinances and state laws pertaining to 
animal control.  

Animal enforcement manager means the animal control officer responsible for supervision of the 
animal enforcement section of the county animal services department.  

Animal Services department means the Rowan County department that includes the Animal 
Enforcement, Animal Shelter, and Nature Center facilities and staff.,  

Animal services director means the Rowan County Employee responsible for the management of the 
Animal Services department 

Animal shelter means any premises designated by the animal services director for the purpose of 
impounding and caring for animals.  

Animal trap means a humane live trap.  

At large. An animal shall be deemed to be at large when it is off the property of its owner or keeper, 
and not under the physical restraint of a competent person.  

Board of health means the policy-making, rule-making and adjudicatory body for the county health 
department and is appointed by the county commissioners.  

Cat means a domesticated carnivorous mammal of the genus Felis.  

Formatted: Not Highlight
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Competent person means a person of legal age and discretion to keep an animal under sufficient 
restraint and control in order to prevent harm to people, the animal and to other animals including, but not 
limited to, domesticated animals.  

Cruelty and cruel treatment means every act, omission, or act of neglect whereby unjustifiable pain, 
suffering or death is caused, or permitted against animals, as well as acts or attempted acts of teasing, 
molesting, baiting or trapping of animals unlawfully.  

Dangerous exotic animal means any exotic animal or hybrid thereof which is a carnivore; a member 
of the bear family; a non-human primate; a species of herbivore with a history of aggression toward 
humans; a venomous reptile; a member of the crocodile family; or a member of the boa and python family 
in excess of ten (10) feet in length. This definition excludes birds and ferrets.  

Dangerous/potentially dangerous dog. See section 5-39.  

Dog means a domesticated carnivorous mammal of the genus Canis.  

Domesticated means tame, controllable, closely associated with and compatible with humans.  

Environmental health supervisor means the supervisor of the environmental health division of the 
county health department.  

Exotic animal means any living animal other than domestic dogs, domestic cats, and animals 
normally kept as livestock, or such other animals as may hereafter be designated by the health director.  

Health department means the Rowan County Health Department.  

Health director means the director of the Rowan County Health Department or a duly authorized 
representative.  

Imminent hazard means a situation which is likely to cause an immediate threat to human life or 
animals, an immediate threat of serious physical injury, an immediate threat of serious adverse health 
effects, or a serious risk of irreparable damage to the environment if no immediate action is taken.  

Impoundment means the confinement or restraint of any animal by a person or animal control 
employee duly authorized by the health director.  

Injury means the wounding of an animal.  

Keeper means a person or group having custody of an animal or who keeps or harbors an animal or 
who knowingly permits an animal to remain on or about any premises occupied or monitored by such 
person.  

Owner means a person having a possessory property right in an animal.  

Owner's or keeper's real property means any real property owned or leased by the owner of the 
animal.  

Person means any individual, family, group of individuals, corporation, partnership, organization or 
institution commonly recognized by law as an entity.  

Pet means an animal kept for pleasure rather than utility.  

Public nuisance. See section 5-38.  

Registered feral feline colony shall be a group of cats that are under the general control of a 501(c)3 
non-profit authorized to operate within the county by the animal control director in compliance with the 
community cat section 5-112 herein.  

Restraint means restriction or control of an animal's movement.  

Severe injury means any physical injury that results in broken bones or disfiguring lacerations or 
requires cosmetic surgery or hospitalization.  

Stray means any domestic or exotic animal not under restraint and found off the property of its owner 
or keeper.  
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Suspected of having rabies means any mammal, wild, exotic or domestic, that has bitten a human or 
another animal.  

Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or 
drawn upon a highway, and expressly including bicycles.  

Veterinary hospital means any establishment maintained and operated by a licensed veterinarian for 
surgery, diagnosis and treatment of diseases and injuries of animals.  

Wild means living in a state of nature, not domesticated, untamed, not under the control of man.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § III; Ord. of 11-6-00, § III; Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-36. - Restraint of non-vicious animals.  

(a) Sufficient restraint shall include, but is not be limited to, restraint by a leash, harness, or similar 
effective or humane device that is capable of restraining an animal, or confinement indoors or within 
a cage, fence, or vehicle or similar secure enclosure. Being loose in the back of an open truck does 
not constitute being restrained. Sufficient restraint shall also include immediate supervision of an 
animal by a competent person when both are in the limits of the real property of the animal's owner 
or keeper.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any animal unless it is restrained, whether on or off the 
owner or keeper's property. 

 

(c)   Preferable containment of a dog is by keeping it indoors or confined within a fence or a kennel with 
the required dimensions of 10 feet by 10 feet per dog. If kept on an outside restraint, all restraints 
must be designed and placed so as to prevent choking or strangulation, and be of such design as to 
restrain the animal during its utmost physical attempts to free itself.  

 Dogs over 6 months old may be tethered to a restraint system outdoors. A restraint system can be 
an overhead pulley trolley system, a retractable cable system, or a swivel cable anchored into the 
ground. All of these must allow the dog a minimum of 10 feet of travel perpendicular to the anchor 
point. For a pulley system, the stationary cable that the pulley runs on must be at least 10 feet in 
length and anchored on each end to a stationary object. The line attached to the pulley must allow 
the dog to move perpendicularly at least 10 feet from the stationary cable. The restraint line must be 
attached to the dog with a buckle type collar or body harness and the line can weigh no more than 
10 percent of the animal’s body weight. A swivel to prevent entanglement should be on at least one 
end of the restraint line attached to the animal. Each animal should have access to shade and 
adequate shelter as defined in ordinance Sec. 5-35. 

 Sporting and working dogs are exempt from these specific restraint requirements. 

(d) Nothing contained in these rules is intended to be in conflict with the laws of the State of North 
Carolina regarding dogs while being used in hunting. Nor are these rules intended to interfere with 
legal sporting events or exhibitions involving dogs, cats, or other animals. However, while engaged in 
such activities, the owner or keeper of such animals shall be strictly liable for damages done by 
those animals to the person, possessions or property of others.  

(e) All female dogs and cats in heat (estrus) must be confined. The owner or keeper of any female dog 
or cat in heat must confine the animal in a building or enclosure in such manner that it will not be in 
contact with another dog or cat. Restraining the animal in an open area with a chain or leash to a 
fixed object does not constitute confinement, and is a violation of these rules. This section shall not 
be construed to prohibit the intentional breeding of animals within an enclosed area on the premises 
of the owner or keeper of an animal involved in the breeding process.  
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(f) An owner or keeper of any animal shall be held strictly liable for any damages done by the animal 
while on or off the owner's or keeper's real property.  

(g) . Animals may not remain on uninhabited property such as a vacant lot or a lot without an occupied 
domicile. 

 

 (h) Penalty. 

Fee for failure to restrain non-vicious animals, subsection (b): Twenty-five dollars ($25.00).  

Fee for failure to properly confine females in heat, subsection (e): Fifty dollars ($50.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § V; Ord. of 11-6-00, § V) 

Sec. 5-37. - Keeping stray animals; requirements, failure to surrender.  

(a) Dogs, cats and livestock. It shall be unlawful for any person in the county to knowingly and 
intentionally harbor, feed, keep in possession by confinement, or otherwise, any stray animal which 
does not belong to that person, unless that person has, within twenty-four (24) hours from the time 
such animal came into his/her possession, notified an animal control officer of his/her intentions to 
either surrender the stray animal to the animal control officer or advertise such stray animal in the 
local newspaper for three (3) consecutive days. If the individual holding the stray animal elects to 
advertise the animal in the local newspaper and the prior owner does not respond by the tenth day 
from the last day of publication of the notice, the individual who has advertised shall be deemed the 
legal owner. If the advertisement has not appeared within seventy-two (72) hours, the animal shall 
be surrendered to the animal control officer. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender 
any such animal to the animal control officer upon demand.  

(b) Dangerous exotic animals. Any person finding or capturing an exotic or dangerous exotic animal 
shall immediately notify animal enforcement of the same, and shall surrender the exotic animal to the  
animal services director or his designee upon request.  

(c) Penalty. Failure to comply with the requirements in subsections (a) and (b) shall result in a fine of 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each offense.  

(d) Registered feral feline colonies under the community cat program in section 5-112 shall be exempt 
from this section for the purposes herein.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VII; Ord. of 11-6-00, § VII; Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-38. - Public nuisances prohibited.  

(a) If an animal has bitten a human or another animal, it shall be declared a public health nuisance and 
the owner or keeper shall be fined as provided for in subsection (f).  

(b) An animal may be determined by the  animal services director, or his designee, to be a public 
nuisance when it commits any of the following acts two (2) or more times or any combinat ion of two 
(2) or more of the following acts one (1) or more times.  

(1) Chases, snaps at, or otherwise molests pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicles, farm stock or 
domestic animals; or  

(2) Turns over garbage pails; or 

(3) Damages gardens, lawns, or other foliage or other real or personal property. 
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(c) Upon determining that an animal is a public nuisance, the animal control officer shall make a good 
faith attempt to notify the owner in writing of such determination and of such requirements as may be 
necessary to prevent the continuation of the nuisance condition.  

(d) It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of an animal, which has been determined to be a public 
nuisance in accordance with this section or G.S. 130A-200, to allow the nuisance to continue if the 
owner or keeper has received notice and a reasonable time to correct the nuisance.  

(e) Any owner or keeper shall be held strictly liable for any damages to any person or another person's 
possessions or property done by any of the owner or keeper's animals while such animals are 
running at large or declared a nuisance.  

(f) Failure to comply with the requirements in subsections (a)—(e) shall result in a fine for each of the 
following offenses.  

(1) First violation of public nuisances: Twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

(2) Second violation of public nuisances: Fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(3) Third violation of public nuisances: Seventy-five dollars ($75.00). 

(4) Fourth violation or more: Two hundred dollars ($200.00). 

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VIII; Ord. of 11-6-00, § VIII) 

Sec. 5-39. - Dangerous dogs or potentially dangerous dogs: definitions and procedures.  

(a) The purpose of the dangerous dog rule is to protect persons and animals from unprovoked attacks 
from a dog or dogs that are dangerous or potentially dangerous.  

(b) As used in this section, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, and except as modified in 
subsection (b) of this section, the term:  

(1) "Dangerous dog" means a dog that: 

a. Without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person; or 

b. Is determined by the responsible authority designated by the board to be potentially 
dangerous because the dog has engaged in one (1) or more of the behaviors listed in 
subsection (2) of this subsection.  

c. Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting, or any dog 
trained for dog fighting.  

(2) "Potentially dangerous dog" means a dog that the responsible authority designated by the board 
determines to have:  

a. Inflicted severe injury on a person; or 

b. Killed or inflicted severe injury upon a domestic animal when not on the owner's or 
keeper's real property; or  

c. Approached a person when not on the owner's or keeper's property in a vicious or 
terrorizing manner in an apparent attitude of attack.  

(c) The provisions of this section do not apply to: 

(1) A dog being used by a law enforcement officer to carry out law enforcement duties; 

(2) A dog where the injury or damage inflicted by the dog was sustained by a domestic animal while 
the dog was working as a herding dog, or predator control dog on the property of, or under the 
control of, its owner or keeper, and the damage or injury was to a species or type of domestic 
animal appropriate to the work of the dog; or  
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(3) A dog where the injury inflicted by the dog was sustained by a person who, at the time of the 
injury, was committing a willful trespass or other tort, was tormenting, abusing, assaulting the 
dog, had tormented, abused or assaulted the dog, or was committing or attempting to commit a 
crime.  

(d) For the purpose of enforcing the dangerous or potentially dangerous dog rule, the board designates 
the health director, the environmental health supervisor or the animal services director each as the 
responsible authority for declaring a dog to be a potentially dangerous dog or a dangerous dog. The 
board shall also designate a subcommittee of the board to hear any appeals. The   animal services 
director shall have the authority to gather evidence and request hearings before the appellate board 
concerning dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs. The person making the determination that a 
dog is a potentially dangerous dog or a dangerous dog must notify the owner or keeper in writing, 
giving the reasons for the determination before the dog may be considered potentially dangerous or 
dangerous under this section. The owner or keeper may appeal the determination by filing written 
objections with the appellate board within three (3) days. The appellate board shall schedule a 
hearing within twenty (20) days of the filing of the objections. Any appeal from the final decision of 
such appellate board shall be taken to the superior court by filing notice of appeal and a petition for 
review within ten (10) days of the final decision of the appellate board. Appeals from rulings of the 
appellate board shall be heard de novo before a superior court judge sitting in Rowan County.  

(e) Any animal declared a dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog is required to remain confined at 
the county animal shelter until such time as the owner constructs or makes available confinement 
facilities which are adjudged by county animal control officials to be secure and in keeping with all 
requirements.  

(f) Redemption fees and daily boarding fees at a rate established by the board shall continue to accrue 
each day the animal remains confined at the county animal shelter. All charges and fees are required 
to be satisfied before the animal can be released to its owner.  

(g) Minimum cage requirements for any animal declared as a dangerous dog or potentially dangerous 
dog are as follows:  

(1) Ten (10) feet × ten (10) feet × six (6) feet heavy gauge chain link fence. 

(2) Four-inch concrete slab. 

(3) Roof suitable to contain the dog. 

(4) Double pad lock. 

(5) "Beware of dog" signs posted on the lot. 

(h) Once the animal owner is notified that any animal has been declared to be a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog, the owner will have three (3) weeks to construct the dog lot and have it approved by 
the county animal  services director.  

(i) The dog must stay caged in accordance with the county animal control rules until all appeals are 
exhausted.  

(j) Precautions required against attacks by dangerous dogs or potentially dangerous dogs.  

(1) It is unlawful for an owner or keeper to: 

a. Leave a dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog unattended on the owner's or 
keeper's real property unless the dog is confined in a securely enclosed and padlocked 
chain link pen, with a concrete bottom and a secure top, along with the posting of the 
premises with four (4) clearly visible warning signs adequate to inform the public, including 
children, of the presence of a dangerous dog, and strategically placed on the property as 
designated by the health director or his designee.  

b. Permit a dangerous dog to go beyond the owner's or keeper's real property unless the dog 
is leashed and muzzled or is otherwise securely restrained and muzzled.  
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c. Even in the presence of an owner or keeper or others, permit a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog on the owner's or keeper's property, not confined in a secured enclosure, to 
be without a muzzle.  

(2) If the owner or keeper of the dangerous dog transfers ownership or possession of the dog to 
another person as identified in G.S. 12-2(6), the owner or keeper shall provide written notice to:  

a. The authority that made the determination under this section stating the name and address 
of the new owner or possessor of the dog; and  

b. The person taking ownership or possession of the dog, specifying the dog's dangerous 
behavior and the authority's determination.  

(3) Violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days or both.  

(k) The owner or keeper of a dangerous dog shall be strictly liable in civil damages for any injuries or 
property damage the dog inflicts upon a person, his/her property, or another animal.  

(l) Penalties. 

(1) The owner or keeper of a dangerous dog that attacks a person and causes physical injuries 
requiring medical treatment in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), imprisonment up 
to two (2) years, or both.  

(2) The fee for failure to comply with this section 5-39 is five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IX; Ord. of 11-6-00, § IX) 

Sec. 5-40. - Registration of exotic and dangerous exotic animals.  

(a) Exotic and dangerous animals constitute a potential risk to public health and safety. Fully effective 
rabies vaccines are not available at this time for exotic mammals. In order to more adequately 
protect the public from rabies, animal control officers must be aware of the location of these animals. 
Exotic and dangerous exotic animals constitute a potential risk to public health and safety due to the 
possibility of human injury or death resulting from attacks by such animals.  

(b) Dangerous exotic animal; registration. Owners or keepers of exotic and/or dangerous exotic animals 
as property or pets shall register each animal with the animal services director or his designee. No 
fee shall be charged for this registration. Any person who brings a dangerous exotic animal into this 
county for a period exceeding twenty-four (24) hours shall register the animal within one (1) business 
day.  

(c) Dangerous exotic animal; federal and state permits required. Every owner of an exotic and/or 
dangerous exotic animal shall be subject to the following requirements:  

(1) Permits required. No owner or keeper may possess a dangerous exotic animal in the county 
without first obtaining all permits required by the federal government, the state and the 
registration requirements by the board.  

(2) Application. An owner of a dangerous exotic animal must complete a registration application, 
which shall be supplied by the board. The application, once completed, shall contain the 
following information:  

a. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant. 

b. A description of the animal, including species, sex and body weight. 

c. The address of the premises where the animal will be kept. 
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d. Proof of the applicant's ability to respond in damages for bodily injury or death of any 
person or for damages to property owned by another person which may result from the 
ownership, keeping or maintenance of such animal. Proof of ability to respond in damages 
shall be given by filing with the health director a certificate of insurance from an insurance 
company authorized to do business in the state, stating that the applicant is insured by a 
policy with a minimum coverage of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per claim to 
compensate persons for personal injury and property damage. In lieu of insurance the 
owner may post with the health director a surety bond in the same amounts conditioned 
upon payment of such damages. Such certificate of insurance or bond shall provide that no 
cancellation of the insurance or bond will be made unless ten (10) days' written notice is 
first given to the health director.  

e. Copies of all federal and state permits and licenses required for such animal. 

(3) Penalty. The fee for failure to register exotic or dangerous exotic animal(s) with county animal 
shelter is twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per animal.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § X; Ord. of 11-6-00, § X) 

Sec. 5-41. - Cruelty to animals/animal abandonment.  

(a) All animals shall be kept and treated under sanitary and humane conditions and failure of the owner 
or keeper of the animal to abide by the following provisions shall be subject to the penalties 
described in subsection (c) listed below:  

(1) All animals in the possession of any person shall be provided proper and adequate food and 
water. All animals, unless otherwise indicated in this chapter, shall be given at suitable intervals, 
not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours, a quantity of wholesome food suitable for the species and 
age, sufficient to maintain a healthful level of nutrition. All animals shall have access to a supply 
of clean, fresh water.  

(2) All animals shall be kept in a clean area and provided adequate shelter as described by 
definition on Section 5-35. The enclosure shall be ventilated and must have sufficient room for 
the animal(s) to move around freely and to lie down comfortably. The following shall not 
constitute adequate shelter:  

a. Underneath outside steps, decks and stoops; 

b. Inside vehicles during the summer; 

c. Inside metal barrels placed in direct sunlight during the summer; 

d. Inside cardboard boxes. 

(3) All owners or keepers of animals shall provide proper medical attention for sick, diseased, or 
injured animals. A sick animal shall go no longer than twenty-four (24) hours without veterinary 
care.  

(b) No person shall beat, torment, overload, overwork, tease, molest or bait an animal as defined in 
section 5-41. No person shall shoot a dog, either on or off the owner's property, unless the dog is in 
the act of attacking a human being, livestock or poultry. No person shall trap a dog or cat that they 
are not the legal owner of without the permission of the county animal services director. By way of 
example and not limitation, the following acts or conditions shall constitute prima facie evidence of 
animal cruelty:  

(1) Animals that have not been fed or watered adequately; 

(2) Allowing animals to live in unsanitary and crowded conditions, and allowing animals to be 
exposed to extreme damp, hot or cold weather without shelter;  
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(3) Failure or refusal of an owner to obtain medical treatment for an animal when in an animal 
control officer's opinion such treatment is needed;  

(4) A collar, rope or chain embedded in or causing injury to an animal's neck; 

(5) Causing, permitting or instigating any dog fight, cock fight, bull fight or other illegal contest or 
combat between animals or animals and humans;  

(6) Exposing any known poisonous substance or mix a poisonous substance with food so that it will 
likely be eaten by any animal. This does not include acts or attempts of persons to rid their own 
property of rats or any other acts permitted by the state wildlife department;  

(7) Anyone leaving an animal in a closed car, truck or other vehicle for such duration or at 
temperatures as an animal control officer in his/her sole discretion, deems harmful or potentially 
harmful to the animal. No person shall carry or cause to be carried in or upon any vehicle or 
other conveyance any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner;  

(8) Turning loose or discarding any animal with the intent of abandoning such animal. 

(c) Penalty. Failure to comply with section 5-41 will result in a fine for cruelty to animals.  

Per event per animal .....$100.00  

Abandonment of animal .....75.00  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XI; Ord. of 11-6-00, § XI; Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-42. - Luring, enticing, seizing, molesting, or teasing an animal.  

(a) It shall be unlawful to seize any animal by luring or enticing that animal off its owner's or keeper's 
property.  

(b) It shall be unlawful to seize, molest or tease any animal belonging to another person or which is 
legally held or controlled by another person or while the animal is on the property of its owner or 
keeper.  

(c) An animal control officer of the county may not set an animal trap within fifty (50) yards of the animal 
owner's property without first notifying the owner that his/her animal has been in violation.  

(d) Any animal that follows an animal control officer off the owner's property may not be impounded 
without first notifying the owner that the animal is in violation.  

(e) Nothing in this section shall prevent authorized animal control personnel or other designated and 
approved groups / agencies registered under section 5-112 from humanely trapping animals for the 
purpose of enforcing these rules.  

(f) Anyone caught luring, enticing, seizing, molesting or teasing an animal illegally will be fined fifty 
dollars ($50.00) per event per animal.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(1); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(1); Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-43. - Destruction of wounded, diseased, or unweaned animals.  

Any animal seized or impounded by a county animal control officer(s), which is badly wounded, 
diseased, not weaned, is not a rabies suspect and has no identification, may be euthanized immediately 
in a humane manner. If the animal has identification, the animal control officer shall attempt to notify the 
owner or keeper before disposing of the animal. If the owner or keeper cannot be reached readily and the 
animal is suffering, the  animal services director or his designee may destroy the animal at his/her 
discretion in a humane manner. Badly wounded or diseased animals brought in by their owners will be 
euthanized at the owner's request and with a signed release form.  
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(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(2); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(2)) 

Sec. 5-44. - Destruction of animals which cannot be seized by reasonable means.  

(a) The health director, animal services director,  or  their designee is authorized to destroy animals 
which cannot be seized by reasonable means, under the following conditions:  

(1) A dangerous dog, a rabid animal, an animal suspected of having rabies, an animal biting 
humans or other animals, or seriously threatening humans or animals, or killing or injuring 
livestock, may be considered a serious and immediate threat by the health director.  

(2) An animal at large which constitutes a serious and immediate threat to the public or other 
domesticated animals and cannot be captured by reasonable means, may be destroyed by 
order of the health director in a reasonable and safe manner.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(3); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(3)) 

Sec. 5-45. - Injuring or killing of animals, notice required.  

(a) At large animals are often involved in animal biting humans cases. It is necessary to observe these 
animals for ten (10) days, in confinement, in order to determine if they have rabies, for the protection 
of the victim and the public. The injured or killed animal may be the one sought after in a bite case 
and never be located if it is killed or injured and no report is made.  

(b) Any person injuring or killing a dog, cat or dangerous exotic animal, accidentally or intentionally, shall 
immediately notify the owner or keeper of the animal or the animal shelter.  

(c) Any person that intentionally kills or injures an animal will be fined fifty dollars ($50.00) per animal 
per event.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(4)) 

Sec. 5-46. - Miscellaneous concerns.  

(a) All keepers or owners of animals that die, from any cause, shall bury the dead animal to a depth of at 
least three (3) feet beneath the surface of the ground on his leased or owned property. No animal 
shall be buried within three hundred (300) feet of any flowing stream or public body of water. In the 
alternative, the animal shall be disposed of in a manner approved by the health director or the  
animal services director. In any event, all dead animals shall be disposed of within twenty-four (24) 
hours after knowledge of the death.  

(b) All persons who injure or kill a domesticated animal by running over, into or otherwise coming in 
contact with such an animal with an automobile, motorcycle, bicycle or other vehicle shall notify the 
owner of the animal immediately. If the owner is not known the person who injured or killed the 
animal shall immediately notify the animal  services director or the police department if the injury or 
death occurred in the city. If the injury or death occurred in the county, the owner should notify the 
sheriff's office. An owner or lessee of real property who finds an injured or suffering domesticated 
animal on his property shall report the same to animal control as soon as the animal is discovered on 
the real property.  

(c) No live animal shall be given away, raffled or offered as a prize, premium of advertising device for or 
at an inducement to enter any contest, game or other competition involving skill or chance.  

(d) Animal control shall have the authority to inspect public exhibits of animals which are part of fairs, 
carnivals, festivals, fundraising events, petting zoos and any other activity or function carried on in 
the county. Animal control shall have the authority to close down any exhibit, function or activity if it is 
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determined that the animals are being cruelly treated or animals run the risk of causing injury or 
harm to the public or to themselves.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(4); Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-47. - Citations and penalties for violations.  

(a) The health director or his designee is hereby empowered to issue civil citations to any person if there 
is probable cause to believe that such person has violated any of the provisions of these rules.  

(1) Citations so issued may be served in person upon the violator by the health director or his 
designee, or the citation may be mailed by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested 
or by other means reasonably calculated to give actual notice.  

(2) Any citation so served or mailed shall describe the violation with reasonable particularity and 
shall state the time period within which the alleged violator shall make payment of the fine and 
shall specifically warn that failure to pay such fine shall result in an additional civil action as 
hereinafter set forth.  

(3) If payment is not received within the time limits specified in the citation or if other equitable 
settlement has not otherwise been made, the health director or his designee may thereupon 
institute a civil action in the appropriate division of the general courts of justice for recovery of 
the penalties prescribed by these rules. Such civil action must be filed within three (3) years of 
the date that the civil citation was served on the violator.  

(4) All citation forms shall be serially numbered in triplicate, and all records with respect to the 
citation forms and the disposition of the same shall be maintained so that all such forms shall be 
capable of an immediate accounting.  

(b) Any person who shall violate the provisions of these rules as adopted by the board shall be guilty of 
a Class 1 misdemeanor as set forth in G.S. 130A-25.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XIII; Ord. of 11-6-00, § XIII) 

Secs. 5-48—5-70. - Reserved.  

DIVISION 2. - COMPLIANCE WITH STATE RABIES LAWS  

 

Sec. 5-71. - Supplemental to state laws.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for any animal owner, keeper or other person to fail to comply with all applicable 
state laws pertaining to the control of rabies.  

(b) It is the purpose of these rules to supplement the state laws by providing a procedure for the 
enforcement of state laws relating to rabies control, in addition to the criminal penalties provided by 
state law.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV; Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV; Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-72. - Vaccination of dogs and cats.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for an owner or keeper to fail to provide a current vaccination against rabies 
(hydrophobia) for any dog or cat four (4) months of age or older. Should it be deemed necessary, by 
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the  animal services director, that other domestic animals be vaccinated in order to prevent or control 
a threatened epizootic or epidemic or to control an existing epizootic, it shall be unlawful for an 
owner or keeper to fail to provide current vaccination against rabies for any such animal.  

(b) A rabies vaccination shall be deemed current if administered according to the most recent state 
department of health and human services recommendations, and an approved rabies vaccine must 
be utilized.  

(c) All rabies vaccines shall be administered by a person authorized to do so in accordance with state 
law.  

(d) The health director can authorize a canvass of the county to determine if there are any dogs or cats 
not wearing the required vaccination tag. If a dog or cat is found not wearing the required rabies 
vaccination tag, the animal control officer shall check to see if the owner's or keeper's identification 
can be found on the animal. If the animal control officer does not know whom the owner or keeper is, 
the animal control officer may impound the animal.  

(e) Rabies vaccinations are not approved for exotic animals, except as authorized by the state public 
health veterinarian.  

(f) Penalty. Failure to comply with the requirements in subsection (a) shall result in a fine of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for each offense.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(1); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(1)) 

Sec. 5-73. - Vaccination tag and certificate.  

(a) Upon compliance with the provisions of division 2 of this article, the owner or keeper of the 
vaccinated dog or cat shall be issued a rabies tag, containing the words "North Carolina" or the 
initials "N.C." and stamped with a number and the year for which issued, and a rabies vaccination 
certificate.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any dog or cat owner or keeper to fail to provide the dog or cat with a collar or 
harness to which a current rabies tag issued under this section is securely attached or an implanted 
microchip that allows for animal control to determine the vaccination is current. The collar or harness, 
with attached tag or an implanted microchip that allows for animal control to determine that the 
vaccination is current must be present at all times.  

(c) In addition to all other penalties as prescribed by law, a dog or cat is subject to impoundment in 
accordance with the provisions of these rules if the dog or cat is found not to be wearing a currently 
valid rabies tag.  

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to use, for any animal, a rabies vaccination tag issued for another 
animal.  

(e) Failure to comply with the requirements in subsection (b) shall result in a fine of twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) for each offense.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(2); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(2); Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-74. - Notice to health director when person bitten; confinement of animal.  

(a) When a person has been bitten by an animal having rabies or suspected of having rabies, it shall be 
the duty of such person, or his/her parent or guardian if such person is a minor, and the person 
owning such animal or having the same in his/her possession or under his/her control, to notify the 
health director or the animal shelter immediately and give their names and addresses; and the owner 
or the keeper or person having such animal in his/her possession or under his/her control shall 
immediately and securely confine it for ten (10) days at the expense of the owner in such place as 
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may be designated by the health director. Exotic animals shall be confined for a period to be 
determined by the state public health veterinarian or surrendered for rabies examination if required 
by the state public health veterinarian. It shall be the duty of every physician, after his/her 
professional attendance upon a person bitten by any animal having rabies, or suspected of having 
rabies to report to the health director the name, age, and sex of the person so bitten, and the precise 
location of the bite wound, within twenty-four (24) hours after having first knowledge that the person 
was bitten.  

(b) If the owner of, or a person who has in his/her possession or under his/her control, an animal having 
rabies or suspected of having rabies refuses to confine the animal as required by these rules and 
G.S. 130A-197, the health director may order seizure of the animal and its confinement for ten (10) 
days in such a place as the health director shall designate.  

(c) Law enforcement agencies investigating animal bites shall report such bites immediately to the 
health director and give the names and addresses of person bitten and of the owner or keeper of 
such animal.  

(d) Animals confined, pursuant to this section, shall not be released from confinement except by 
permission of the health director.  

(e) Animals confined, pursuant to this section, shall be confined at the expense of the owner or keeper.  

(f) In the case of an animal whose owner or keeper is not known, the animal shall be kept at the animal 
shelter for the supervised confinement period required by these rules. Exotic animals shall be kept at 
a secure location not accessible to the public. Confinement arrangements shall be approved by the 
health director or his designee. Staff access to the animal shall be limited to the minimum number 
reasonably required to provide adequate care.  

(g) Badly wounded, diseased, or suffering animals which, are suspected of having rabies, may be 
humanely destroyed immediately and the head forwarded to the state department of health and 
human services for examination.  

(h) Any dog or cat confined for observation of rabies shall be confined in a secure enclosure which shall 
be: A padlocked pen of sufficient strength to contain the animal, with a concrete bottom and a 
secured top, or a locked home or locked outbuilding with a concrete bottom and secure windows or 
no windows. Any requests for home confinements shall be approved at the discretion of the health 
director,  or animal services director.  

(i) Penalties. 

(1) Failure to report a bite when a person is bitten by an animal (subsection (a)) shall result in a fine 
of fifty dollars ($50.00).  

(2) Failure to confine or give up for confinement an animal that has bitten (subsection (b)) shall 
result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(3); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(3)) 

Sec. 5-75. - Destruction or confinement of animal bitten by a known rabid animal.  

(a) Required. Animals not vaccinated against rabies and are bitten by a known rabid animal or an animal 
suspected of having rabies that is not available for diagnosis, shall be immediately destroyed unless 
the owner or keeper agrees to strict isolation of the animal at a veterinary hospital for the period of 
six (6) months at the owner's expense. If the animal has a current rabies vaccination, it shall be re -
vaccinated at the expense of the owner or keeper and returned to the owner or keeper.  

(b) Area-wide emergency quarantine.  

(1) When reports indicate a positive diagnosis of rabies to the extent the lives of persons and 
animals are endangered, the health director may declare an area-wide quarantine for such a 



 

 

  Page 17 

period as he/she deems necessary. Upon invoking of such emergency quarantine, no dog or 
cat may be taken or shipped from the county without written permission of the health director. 
During such quarantine, the health director and law enforcement officers may seize and 
impound at large dogs and cats in the county. During the quarantine, the health director shall be 
empowered to provide for a program of mass immunization for rabies by the establishment of 
temporary emergency rabies vaccination facilities. No animal that has been impounded as a 
stray, unclaimed by its owner or keeper, shall be allowed to be adopted during the period of 
emergency.  

(2) In the event there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period of 
quarantine, the quarantine may be extended at the discretion of the health director.  

(c) Post mortem diagnosis.  

(1) If an animal dies while under observation for rabies, the head of such animal shall be submitted 
to the health department for shipment to the laboratory section of the state department of health 
and human services for rabies diagnosis.  

(2) The carcass of any animal suspected of dying of rabies shall be processed in the same manner 
as an animal that died under observation.  

(d) Penalties.  

(1) Failure to comply with destruction or confinement of animal bitten by a known rabid animal 
(subsection (a)) shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(2) Failure to comply with wide area emergency quarantine (subsection (b)(1)) shall result in a fine 
of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(4)) 

Sec. 5-76. - Unlawful killing or releasing of certain animals.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to kill or release any animal under observation for rabies, or any 
animal under observation for biting a human or another animal, or to remove such animal from the 
county without written permission from the health director. The health director may authorize any 
animal to be euthanized for rabies diagnosis.  

(b) Failure to comply with subsection (a) shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(5); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(5)) 

Sec. 5-77. - Failure to surrender animal for confinement or destruction.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender any animal for confinement or destruction 
as required by these rules, when required by the health director.  

(b) Failure to comply with subsection (a) shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(6); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(6)) 

Secs. 5-78—5-100. - Reserved.  

DIVISION 3. - IMPOUNDMENT  
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Sec. 5-101. - Authorized; duration; records required.  

(a) Any dog/cat/animal which appears to be lost, stray or unwanted, or not wearing a currently valid 
rabies vaccination tag, as required by state law and these rules, or not under restraint in violation of 
these rules, may be seized, impounded, and confined in a humane manner in an animal shelter.  

(b) The duration of the impoundment of these dogs/cats/animals may be established by the health 
director or his/her designee, but the duration of the impoundment shall not be less than seventy -two 
(72) hours. During the impoundment period, an animal control officer shall make a reasonable effort 
to locate the owner or keeper of the dog/cat/animal. If the dog/cat/animal is not reclaimed by its 
owner or keeper during the impoundment period, the animal shall be disposed of in the following 
manner:  

(1) Returned to the owner or keeper; 

(2) Adopted as a pet by a new owner; 

(3) Or euthanized by a procedure approved by the American Veterinary Medical Association, the 
Humane Society of the United States or the American Humane Association.  

(c) The animal shelter shall maintain a record of all dogs/cats/animals impounded under this section; 
which shall include the date of impoundment, the length of impoundment, the method of disposal of 
the dog/cat/animal and the name of the person or institution to whom any dog/cat/animal has been 
released.  

(d) Impoundment of such dogs/cats/animals shall not relieve the owner or keeper thereof from any 
penalty: which may be imposed for violations of these rules.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI; Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI) 

Sec. 5-102. - Notice to owner or keeper of dogs or cats.  

Upon impoundment of a dog or cat, notice of such impoundment shall be posted at the animal 
shelter until the dog or cat shall be disposed of as hereinafter provided, which shall be a minimum of 
seventy-two (72) hours, beginning with the time the animal enters the animal shelter. Reasonable effort 
shall be made to identify the owner or keeper and to inform him/her of the requirements for redeeming the 
dog or cat. Notice may be by telephone or by written notice mailed by regular mail to the owner or keeper 
when the identity and address are known or obtained. The seventy-two-hour holding period will not 
include Saturdays, Sundays or holidays.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(1); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(1)) 

Sec. 5-103. - Redemption by owner or keeper of dogs and cats.  

(a) The owner or keeper of an animal impounded under these rules, except those animals suspected of 
being rabid, may redeem the animal within three (3) days following the impoundment date. If the 
owner is known and notified and does not redeem the animal within three (3) days, not including 
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, the animal may be processed under these rules. All applicable 
fees concerning redemption shall be paid as a condition of redemption by the owner or keeper.  

(b) No owner or keeper may be permitted to adopt his/her own animal under these rules. Such owner or 
keeper must comply with section 5-104 in order to redeem an animal that has been impounded 
pursuant to state law and these rules.  

(c) The rules of this section shall have no application with respect to animals surrendered by the owner 
or keeper to the health department for immediate adoption or destruction as provided for in section 
5-106(a).  
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(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(2); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(2)) 

Sec. 5-104. - Procedure with respect to redemption or adoption of dogs or cats.  

(a) All dogs or cats adopted from or redeemed from the animal shelter must have a rabies vaccination, 
unless written proof of a current rabies vaccination can be furnished. Every person who adopts or 
redeems a dog or cat must make a deposit at the animal shelter toward the cost of a rabies 
vaccination. Upon making the deposit, the person will be given a receipt for the deposited amount. 
The person may then take the dog or cat to any veterinarian in the county, have the dog or cat 
vaccinated and present the receipt to the veterinarian. The amount deposited and shown on the 
receipt shall be counted toward the cost of the vaccination. The person must then supply the animal 
shelter with written proof of vaccination from the veterinarian. The time limit for dogs and cats over 
four (4) months of age will be three (3) days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. For those 
animals under the age of four (4) months, the time limit will vary according to their age.  

(b) All dogs and cats, which are to be adopted from the animal shelter, must be spayed or neutered. Any 
person wishing to adopt a dog or cat is subjected to these rules and shall sign all necessary 
documents concerning the adoption. The applicant shall agree not to hold the county or the animal 
shelter responsible for any claims related to or resulting from the adoption of an animal and shall:  

(1) Pay a deposit established by the health department and county for the veterinarian who 
performs the spay/neuter within the time frame spelled out in subsection (3) listed below.  

(2) Take the dog or cat to any veterinarian in the county for the spay/neuter treatment. 

(3) The time limit to complete spay/neuter for dogs or cats over four (4) months of age shall be 
thirty (30) days or at the discretion of the veterinarian.  

(4) Any adoption of a dog or cat that dies of natural causes within thirty (30) days of the adoption 
date, may be replaced for any dog or cat chosen by the adopter that is the property of the 
animal shelter and deemed suitable for adoption. If the adopter requests, the original 
adoption/neuter/vaccination fee will be refunded.  

(5) An adopted dog or cat may be exempt from this provision if the owner furnishes a statement 
from a licensed veterinarian that the animal, due to health reasons, could not withstand 
spay/neuter surgery.  

(6) A dog or cat known to have bitten a human or known to have killed livestock shall not be offered 
for adoption unless the animals services director rules that a bite was in self defense and the 
adoption is made by a rescue organization and with full disclosure of the animals history nor 
shall a known fighting dog be offered for adoption (7) Sick or injured dogs or cats shall not be 
offered for adoption except by rescue organizations deemed by the animal servies director 
qualified to address these issues. 

(8) Aggressive dogs or cats shall not be offered for adoption. 

(c) Adoption of dangerous exotic animals is restricted to persons licensed to keep such animals by the 
United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA-
APHIS). The dangerous exotic classification of an animal shall be disclosed in writing to a 
prospective adopter prior to adoption of such animal.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(3); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(3)) 

Sec. 5-105. - Destruction or adoption of unredeemed dog or cat.  

(a) If an impounded dog or cat is not redeemed by the owner or keeper within the period prescribed in 
section 5-103(a), it may be destroyed in a humane manner or shall become the property of the 
county animal shelter and offered for adoption under the requirements of section 5-104.  
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(b) No animal which has been impounded by reason of its being a stray, unclaimed by its owner or 
keeper, shall be allowed to be adopted from the animal shelter during a period of emergency rabies 
quarantine.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(4)) 

Sec. 5-106. - Immediate placement for adoption or destruction of owner surrendered dogs or cats.  

(a) Any dog or cat surrendered by its owner or keeper to an animal control officer may be immediately 
placed for adoption or humanely euthanized by a procedure approved by the American Veterinary 
Medical Association, the Humane Society of the United States or of the American Humane 
Association when:  

(1) The owner or keeper directs in writing that the dog or cat be placed for adoption or humanely 
destroyed; and  

(2) The owner or keeper affirmatively represents in writing that he/she is in fact the legal owner or 
keeper of the dog or cat; and that the dog or cat has not bitten a person within the past ten (10) 
days or, in the case of exotic animals, a period to be determined by the state public health 
veterinarian; and  

(3) The owner or keeper agrees that he/she will indemnify and hold the county, including the health 
department, harmless from any loss or damage it may sustain, including attorney's fees, by 
reason of destruction or placement for adoption of the dog or cat; and  

(4) The owner or keeper transfers ownership or custody of the dog or cat to the health department 
and releases the health department from any future claims with respect to the dog or cat.  

(b) Upon receiving said assurances, the  animal services department may rely on the same and place 
the dog or cat for adoption, or euthanize the dog or cat by accepted standards. The waiting period 
provided in section 5-102 shall not apply to this section.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(5); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(5)) 

Sec. 5-107. - Notice to owner or keeper of other animals and exotic animals.  

Upon impoundment of an other animal(s), notice of such impoundment shall be posted at the animal 
shelter until the other animal(s) shall be disposed of as hereinafter provided, which shall be a minimum of 
seventy-two (72) hours, beginning with the time the animal enters the animal shelter. Reasonable effort 
shall be made to identify the owner or keeper and to inform him/her of the requirements for redeeming the 
other animal(s). Notice may be by telephone or by written notice mailed by regular mail to the owner or 
keeper when the identity and address are known or obtained. The seventy-two-hour holding period will 
not include Saturdays, Sundays or holidays.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(6); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(6)) 

Sec. 5-108. - Redemption by owner or keeper of other animals and exotic animals.  

(a) The owner or keeper of an other animals impounded under these rules, except those animals 
suspected of being rabid, may redeem the animal within three (3) days following the impoundment 
date. If the owner is known and is notified in writing or by telephone and does not redeem the animal 
within three (3) days, not including Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, the animal may be processed 
under these rules. All applicable fees concerning redemption shall be paid as a condition of 
redemption by the owner or keeper.  
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(b) No owner or keeper may be permitted to adopt his/her own animal under these rules. Such owner or 
keeper must comply with section 5-109 in order to redeem an animal that has been impounded 
pursuant to state law and these rules.  

(c) The rules of this section shall have no application with respect to animals surrendered by the owner 
or keeper to the  animal services department for immediate adoption or destruction as provided for in 
section 5-111(a).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(7); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(7)) 

Sec. 5-109. - Procedure with respect to redemption or adoption of other animals and exotic animals.  

(a) Any person wishing to adopt another animal is subjected to these rules and shall sign all necessary 
documents concerning the adoption. The applicant shall agree not to hold the county or the animal 
shelter responsible for any claims related to or resulting from the adoption of an animal and shall:  

(1) Pay the appropriate administrative fee for adoption. 

(2) Any adopted animal that dies of natural causes within thirty (30) days of the adoption date, may 
be replaced by a similar animal if available or any dog or cat chosen by the adopter that is the 
property of the animal shelter and deemed suitable for adoption. The appropriate vaccination 
and spay/neuter fees will have to be paid prior to the adoption of a dog or cat. If the adopter 
requests, the original adoption/neuter/vaccination fee will be refunded.  

(3) An adopted animal or dog or cat may be exempt from this provision if the owner/adopter 
furnishes a statement from a licensed veterinarian that the animal, due to health reasons, could 
not withstand spay/neuter surgery.  

(4) An animal known to have bitten a human or known to have killed livestock shall not be offered 
for adoption, nor shall a known fighting cock be offered for adoption.  

(5) Sick or injured animals shall not be offered for adoption. 

(6) Aggressive animals shall not be offered for adoption. 

(b) Adoption or redemption of exotic or dangerous exotic animals is restricted to persons licensed to 
keep such animals by the United States Department of Agriculture or the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(8); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(8)) 

Sec. 5-110. - Destruction or adoption of unredeemed other animals or exotic animals.  

(a) If an impounded animal is not redeemed by the owner or keeper within the period prescribed in 
section 5-108(a), it may be destroyed in a humane manner or shall become the property of the 
county animal shelter and offered for adoption under the requirements of section 5-109(a).  

(b) No animal which has been impounded by reason of its being a stray or unclaimed by its owner or 
keeper, shall be allowed to be adopted from the animal shelter during a period of emergency rabies 
quarantine.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(9); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(9)) 

Sec. 5-111. - Immediate placement for adoption or destruction of owner surrendered other animals or 

exotic animals.  
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(a) Any animal surrendered by its owner or keeper to an animal control officer may be immediately 
placed for adoption (exception exotic or dangerous exotics) or humanely euthanized by accepted 
standards when:  

(1) The owner or keeper directs in writing that the animal be placed for adoption or humanely 
destroyed; and  

(2) The owner or keeper affirmatively represents in writing that he/she is in fact the legal owner or 
keeper of the animal; and that the animal has not bitten a person within the past ten (10) days 
or, in the case of exotic animals, a period to be determined by the state public health 
veterinarian; and  

(3) The owner or keeper agrees that he/she will indemnify and hold the county, including the  
animal services department, harmless from any loss or damage it may sustain, including 
attorney's fees, by reason of destruction or placement for adoption of the animal; and  

(4) The owner or keeper transfers ownership or custody of the animal to the health department and 
releases the  animal services department from any future claims with respect to the animal.  

(b) Upon receiving said assurances, the  animal services department may rely on the same and place 
the animal for adoption, or destroy the animal, as it sees fit. The waiting period provided in section 5 -
102 shall not apply to this section.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(10); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(10)) 

Sec. 5-112. - Community cats.  

(a) Organizations or individuals that engage in trap-neuter-return are required to register through a 
sponsoring organization approved by the animal control director. Organizations performing or 
supporting trap-neuter-return in Rowan County shall identify and nominate a community cat 
sponsoring organization, which shall be recognized by the Rowan County Animal Control Director.  

(b) The community cat sponsoring program shall make available to the public information about the trap-
neuter-return and feral cats, shall attempt to notify the appropriate community cat caregiver when 
notified by the animal control director about an impounded eartipped cat, and shall provide a single 
point of contact to the animal control director for the coordination of trap-neuter-return, calls about at 
large cats, and calls about complaints related to community cats.  

(c) Responsibilities of the community cat caregiver: 

1. Cats must be trapped using humane trapping techniques. 

2. Cats must be assessed by a veterinarian and deemed healthy at the time of spay/neuter 
surgery.  

3. Cats must be spayed or neutered. 

4. Cast must be vaccinated for rabies and FVRCP (Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis Calicivirus, and 
Panleukopenia).  

5. Cats must be eartipped and microchipped. 

6. Cat bites must be reported to Rowan County Animal Control. 

(d) Responsibilities of Rowan County Animal Control: 

1. Persons that contact Rowan County Animal Control about stray or community cats shall be 
provided information about trap-neuter-return and referred to the community cat sponsoring 
organization.  
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2. When a person contacts Rowan County Animal Control with a complaint about an eartipped 
community cat, county staff will contact the community cat sponsoring organization for 
assistance in resolving the complaint.  

(Ord. of 9-8-15) 
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Chapter 5 - ANIMALS[1]  

Footnotes:  

--- (1) ---  

Editor's note—An ordinance adopted June 7, 1995, amended ch. 5 in its entirety, in effect repealing and 
reenacting said chapter to read as herein set out. The former ch. 5, §§ 5-26—5-39 and 5-51—5-59, 
pertained to similar subject matter and derived from §§ I—XIII and XV of an ordinance adopted Nov. 6, 
1989. 

Cross reference— Licenses, Ch. 10; noise, Ch. 14; insect and rodent control at mass gatherings, § 12-
79; animals at large in parks, § 16-35; disposal of animals in solid waste containers, § 19-29(g)(7); 
streets, sidewalks and other public places, Ch. 19.5. 

State Law reference— Authority of county to levy taxes to provide animal protection and control 
programs, G.S. 153A-149(c)(6); animal license tax, G.S. 153A-153; animal shelters, G.S. 153A-442; 
dogs, G.S. Ch. 67; power of county to regulate, restrict or prohibit the possession or harboring of 
dangerous animals, G.S. 153A-131; wildlife resources commission, G.S. 143-237 et seq.; rabies, G.S. 
130A-184 et seq.; protection of animals, G.S. Ch. 19A. 

 

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL  

 

Secs. 5-1—5-25. - Reserved.  

ARTICLE II. - ANIMAL CONTROL  

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY  

 

Sec. 5-26. - Authorization.  

 Rowan County Animal Services, is authorized under the provisions of G.S. Ch. 130A-39 to adopt 
appropriate rules for the protection of the public health regarding animal control concerns in the county.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(A); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(A)) 

Sec. 5-27. - Purpose.  

It is the purpose of these rules to supplement the state laws by providing a procedure for the 
enforcement of state laws relating to rabies control, in addition to the criminal penalties provided by state 
law.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(B); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(B)) 

Sec. 5-28. - Policy.  
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Consistent with the responsibility to protect and advance the public health, it is declared to be the 
policy of the board that all dogs and cats are to be immunized against rabies; and unless provided 
otherwise herein, that all domesticated animals and all exotic animals are to be restrained in order to 
prevent a public nuisance, danger to humans, injury or disease; and, that all animals are to be treated in a 
humane manner.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(C); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(C); Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-29. - Scope.  

No person shall own or keep a dog, cat or other animal in the county contrary to the provisions of 
these rules. Previously adopted rules, procedures and requirements of the county health department are 
rescinded.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(D); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(D)) 

Sec. 5-30. - Conflict with other laws and regulations.  

The provisions of any federal, state, or municipal law or regulation establishing standards affording 
greater protection to the public welfare, safety and health shall prevail within the jurisdiction of such 
agency over standards established by these rules.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(E); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(E)) 

Sec. 5-31. - Right of entry.  

The Animal Services director, through his/her authorized designee, shall have the right of entry upon 
the premises of any place where entry is necessary to carry out the provisions of these rules. If consent 
for entry is not obtained, an administrative search and inspection warrant shall be obtained pursuant to 
G.S. 15-27.2. However, if an imminent hazard exists, no warrant is required for entry upon the premises.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(F); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(F)) 

Sec. 5-32. - Interference with enforcement.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder or molest the employees of the health 
department in their enforcement of these rules, or to seek to release any animal in the custody of such 
person, except as otherwise specifically provided.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(G); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(G)) 

Sec. 5-33. - Appeals.  

Any person aggrieved by any action of an animal control officer with regard to these rules shall first 
confer with the health director, who may affirm or reverse the original decision of the representative. If the 
person is dissatisfied with the health director's decision, he/she shall give written notice of appeal, setting 
forth the grievances, to the health director within thirty (30) days after the conference with the health 
director. Upon receiving this notice the health director shall, within five (5) working days, transmit to the 
chairman of the board the notice and all other pertinent papers. The board shall hold a hearing within 
fifteen (15) days after it receives notice of appeal. The board shall give the appellant no less than ten (10) 
days notice of the date, time and place of the hearing. Any party may appear in person or by agent or 



 

 

  Page 3 

attorney. No person shall take any action prohibited by the health department until there is a final 
resolution of the grievance. On appeal, the board shall have the authority to affirm, modify or reverse the 
challenged action. The board shall issue a concise written decision setting forth its reasons with all 
deliberate speed after the hearing.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § I(H); Ord. of 11-6-00, § I(H)) 

Sec. 5-34. - Agency responsibility and authority.  

(a) Authority is hereby granted to Rowan County to establish and maintain an animal control program. 
The Animal Services department shall employ animal control officers and such other employees as 
shall be determined necessary, and approved by the county board of commissioners. The  Animal 
Services director, through his/her authorized designee, shall:  

(1) Have responsibility, along with law enforcement agencies, to enforce the laws of North Carolina 
and the rules of the board pertaining to animal control and shall cooperate fully with all law 
enforcement officers within the county in support of these laws/rules.  

(2) Enforce and carry out the laws of North Carolina and the rules of the board pertaining to rabies 
control, except those areas assigned to another agency.  

(3) Be responsible for the investigation of all reported animal bites of humans, for the quarantine of 
any dog or cat involved and suspected of having rabies for a period of not less than ten (10) 
days and reporting to the health director as soon as practicable the occurrence of any such 
animal bite and the condition of any quarantined animal.  

(4) Make such canvasses of the county as necessary for the purpose of ascertaining compliance 
with these rules and state laws pertaining to animal control.  

(5) Be responsible for the operation of the county animal shelter. 

(6) Keep or cause to keep, accurate and detailed records of: 

a. Bite cases, violations and complaints and investigation of these cases. 

b. Seizure, impoundment and disposition of all animals coming into the custody of the animal 
control program.  

c. All monies belonging to the county derived from fees, penalties, or other sources and to 
deposit all funds so collected daily.  

d. Any other matters required by the state law or directed by the health director. 

(7) Issue notices of violations of these rules in such form as the board may prescribe. 

(8) Investigate cruelty to and abuse of animals. 

(9) Be responsible for the seizure and impoundment, where deemed necessary, of any dog or cat 
or other animal in the county involved in a violation of these rules or state law pertaining to 
animal control.  

(10) It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder, or molest the employees of the  
animal services department, in their enforcement of these rules, or to seek to release any 
animal in the custody of such person, except as otherwise specifically provided.  

(b) Penalty for interference with enforcement. Failure to comply with the requirements in subsection (10) 
shall result in a fine for each offense. Fee: One hundred dollars ($100.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § II; Ord. of 11-6-00, § II) 

Sec. 5-35. - Definitions.  
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The following words and phrases shall, for the purpose of these rules, have the meaning assigned 
herein unless the contents clearly indicate another meaning.  

Adequate Food: The provision at suitable intervals, not to exceed 24 hours, of a 
quantity of wholesome foodstuff suitable for the species and age, sufficient to maintain a 
reasonable level of nutrition in each animal. Such foodstuff shall be served in a 
receptacle, dish, or container that is physically clean and in which agents injurious to 

health have been removed or destroyed to a practical minimum. 

Adequate shelter means . that shelter which will keep a nonaquatic animal dry, out of the direct path of 

winds and out of the direct sun, at a temperature level that is healthful for the animal. For dogs and other 
non-feline small animals, the shelter shall be a windproof 
and moisture-proof structure of suitable size to accommodate the animal and allow 
retention of body heat. It shall include four walls, a roof and a solid floor raised up off of 
the ground, with an opening entrance large enough to allow access to the animal, but 
placed in such a way as to keep the animal out of the direct path of winds. Metal barrels 
do not provide adequate shelter for a dog, cat or other small animal and are prohibited for 
that purpose. The structure shall be provided with a sufficient quantity of suitable 
bedding material consisting of hay, straw, cedar shaving, or the equivalent. For all 
animals the containment area shall be free of accumulated waste and debris so that the 
animal shall be free to walk or lie down without coming in contact with any such waste 
or debris, and a suitable method of draining shall be provided to eliminate rapidly excess 

water or moisture. Does not apply to cats and the following domesticated livestock: cattle, oxen, bison, 
sheep, swine, goats, horses, ponies, mules, donkeys, donkeys, hinnies, llamas, alpacas, lagomorphs, 
ratites, and poultry (except within municipal corporate limits the term “poultry” applies only to poultry 
flocks greater than 20 birds). 
Adequate Water: A constant access to a supply of clean, fresh water provided in a 
sanitary manner. In near or below freezing temperatures the water must be changed 
frequently to prevent freezing. 

Aggressive means forceful, hostile, injurious or destructive behavior.  

Animal means every live vertebrate other than human beings.  

Animal enforcement officer means a Rowan County employee designated by the animal services director 
to enforce the Rowan County Animal Control Rules, county ordinances and state laws pertaining to 
animal control.  

Animal enforcement manager means the animal control officer responsible for supervision of the 
animal enforcement section of the county animal services department.  

Animal Services department means the Rowan County department that includes the Animal 
Enforcement, Animal Shelter, and Nature Center facilities and staff.,  

Animal services director means the Rowan County Employee responsible for the management of the 
Animal Services department 

Animal shelter means any premises designated by the animal services director for the purpose of 
impounding and caring for animals.  

Animal trap means a humane live trap.  

At large. An animal shall be deemed to be at large when it is off the property of its owner or keeper, 
and not under the physical restraint of a competent person.  

Board of health means the policy-making, rule-making and adjudicatory body for the county health 
department and is appointed by the county commissioners.  

Cat means a domesticated carnivorous mammal of the genus Felis.  
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Competent person means a person of legal age and discretion to keep an animal under sufficient 
restraint and control in order to prevent harm to people, the animal and to other animals including, but not 
limited to, domesticated animals.  

Cruelty and cruel treatment means every act, omission, or act of neglect whereby unjustifiable pain, 
suffering or death is caused, or permitted against animals, as well as acts or attempted acts of teasing, 
molesting, baiting or trapping of animals unlawfully.  

Dangerous exotic animal means any exotic animal or hybrid thereof which is a carnivore; a member 
of the bear family; a non-human primate; a species of herbivore with a history of aggression toward 
humans; a venomous reptile; a member of the crocodile family; or a member of the boa and python family 
in excess of ten (10) feet in length. This definition excludes birds and ferrets.  

Dangerous/potentially dangerous dog. See section 5-39.  

Dog means a domesticated carnivorous mammal of the genus Canis.  

Domesticated means tame, controllable, closely associated with and compatible with humans.  

Environmental health supervisor means the supervisor of the environmental health division of the 
county health department.  

Exotic animal means any living animal other than domestic dogs, domestic cats, and animals 
normally kept as livestock, or such other animals as may hereafter be designated by the health director.  

Health department means the Rowan County Health Department.  

Health director means the director of the Rowan County Health Department or a duly authorized 
representative.  

Imminent hazard means a situation which is likely to cause an immediate threat to human life or 
animals, an immediate threat of serious physical injury, an immediate threat of serious adverse health 
effects, or a serious risk of irreparable damage to the environment if no immediate action is taken.  

Impoundment means the confinement or restraint of any animal by a person or animal control 
employee duly authorized by the health director.  

Injury means the wounding of an animal.  

Keeper means a person or group having custody of an animal or who keeps or harbors an animal or 
who knowingly permits an animal to remain on or about any premises occupied or monitored by such 
person.  

Owner means a person having a possessory property right in an animal.  

Owner's or keeper's real property means any real property owned or leased by the owner of the 
animal.  

Person means any individual, family, group of individuals, corporation, partnership, organization or 
institution commonly recognized by law as an entity.  

Pet means an animal kept for pleasure rather than utility.  

Public nuisance. See section 5-38.  

Registered feral feline colony shall be a group of cats that are under the general control of a 501(c)3 
non-profit authorized to operate within the county by the animal control director in compliance with the 
community cat section 5-112 herein.  

Restraint means restriction or control of an animal's movement.  

Severe injury means any physical injury that results in broken bones or disfiguring lacerations or 
requires cosmetic surgery or hospitalization.  

Stray means any domestic or exotic animal not under restraint and found off the property of its owner 
or keeper.  
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Suspected of having rabies means any mammal, wild, exotic or domestic, that has bitten a human or 
another animal.  

Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or 
drawn upon a highway, and expressly including bicycles.  

Veterinary hospital means any establishment maintained and operated by a licensed veterinarian for 
surgery, diagnosis and treatment of diseases and injuries of animals.  

Wild means living in a state of nature, not domesticated, untamed, not under the control of man.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § III; Ord. of 11-6-00, § III; Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-36. - Restraint of non-vicious animals.  

(a) Sufficient restraint shall include, but is not be limited to, restraint by a leash, harness, or similar 
effective or humane device that is capable of restraining an animal, or confinement indoors or within 
a cage, fence, or vehicle or similar secure enclosure. Being loose in the back of an open truck does 
not constitute being restrained. Sufficient restraint shall also include immediate supervision of an 
animal by a competent person when both are in the limits of the real property of the animal's owner 
or keeper.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any animal unless it is restrained, whether on or off the 
owner or keeper's property. 

 

(c)   Preferable containment of a dog is by keeping it indoors or confined within a fence or a kennel with 
the required dimensions of 10 feet by 10 feet per dog. If kept on an outside restraint, all restraints 
must be designed and placed so as to prevent choking or strangulation, and be of such design as to 
restrain the animal during its utmost physical attempts to free itself.  

 Dogs over 6 months old may be tethered to a restraint system outdoors. A restraint system can be 
an overhead pulley trolley system, a retractable cable system, or a swivel cable anchored into the 
ground. All of these must allow the dog a minimum of 10 feet of travel perpendicular to the anchor 
point. For a pulley system, the stationary cable that the pulley runs on must be at least 10 feet in 
length and anchored on each end to a stationary object. The line attached to the pulley must allow 
the dog to move perpendicularly at least 10 feet from the stationary cable. The restraint line must be 
attached to the dog with a buckle type collar or body harness and the line can weigh no more than 
10 percent of the animal’s body weight. A swivel to prevent entanglement should be on at least one 
end of the restraint line attached to the animal. Each animal should have access to shade and 
adequate shelter as defined in ordinance Sec. 5-35. 

 Sporting and working dogs are exempt from these specific restraint requirements. 

(d) Nothing contained in these rules is intended to be in conflict with the laws of the State of North 
Carolina regarding dogs while being used in hunting. Nor are these rules intended to interfere with 
legal sporting events or exhibitions involving dogs, cats, or other animals. However, while engaged in 
such activities, the owner or keeper of such animals shall be strictly liable for damages done by 
those animals to the person, possessions or property of others.  

(e) All female dogs and cats in heat (estrus) must be confined. The owner or keeper of any female dog 
or cat in heat must confine the animal in a building or enclosure in such manner that it will not be in 
contact with another dog or cat. Restraining the animal in an open area with a chain or leash to a 
fixed object does not constitute confinement, and is a violation of these rules. This section shall not 
be construed to prohibit the intentional breeding of animals within an enclosed area on the premises 
of the owner or keeper of an animal involved in the breeding process.  

(f)An owner or keeper of any animal shall be held strictly liable for any damages done by the animal while 
on or off the owner's or keeper's real property.  
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(g) . Animals may not remain on uninhabited property such as a vacant lot or a lot without an occupied 
domicile. 

 

 (h) Penalty. 

Fee for failure to restrain non-vicious animals, subsection (b): Twenty-five dollars ($25.00).  

Fee for failure to properly confine females in heat, subsection (e): Fifty dollars ($50.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § V; Ord. of 11-6-00, § V) 

Sec. 5-37. - Keeping stray animals; requirements, failure to surrender.  

(a) Dogs, cats and livestock. It shall be unlawful for any person in the county to knowingly and 
intentionally harbor, feed, keep in possession by confinement, or otherwise, any stray animal which 
does not belong to that person, unless that person has, within twenty-four (24) hours from the time 
such animal came into his/her possession, notified an animal control officer of his/her intentions to 
either surrender the stray animal to the animal control officer or advertise such stray animal in the 
local newspaper for three (3) consecutive days. If the individual holding the stray animal elects to 
advertise the animal in the local newspaper and the prior owner does not respond by the tenth day 
from the last day of publication of the notice, the individual who has advertised shall be deemed the 
legal owner. If the advertisement has not appeared within seventy-two (72) hours, the animal shall 
be surrendered to the animal control officer. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender 
any such animal to the animal control officer upon demand.  

(b) Dangerous exotic animals. Any person finding or capturing an exotic or dangerous exotic animal 
shall immediately notify animal enforcement of the same, and shall surrender the exotic animal to the  
animal services director or his designee upon request.  

(c) Penalty. Failure to comply with the requirements in subsections (a) and (b) shall result in a fine of 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each offense.  

(d) Registered feral feline colonies under the community cat program in section 5-112 shall be exempt 
from this section for the purposes herein.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VII; Ord. of 11-6-00, § VII; Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-38. - Public nuisances prohibited.  

(a) If an animal has bitten a human or another animal, it shall be declared a public health nuisance and 
the owner or keeper shall be fined as provided for in subsection (f).  

(b) An animal may be determined by the  animal services director, or his designee, to be a public 
nuisance when it commits any of the following acts two (2) or more times or any combination of two 
(2) or more of the following acts one (1) or more times.  

(1) Chases, snaps at, or otherwise molests pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicles, farm stock or 
domestic animals; or  

(2) Turns over garbage pails; or 

(3) Damages gardens, lawns, or other foliage or other real or personal property. 

(c) Upon determining that an animal is a public nuisance, the animal control officer shall make a good 
faith attempt to notify the owner in writing of such determination and of such requirements as may be 
necessary to prevent the continuation of the nuisance condition.  
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(d) It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of an animal, which has been determined to be a public 
nuisance in accordance with this section or G.S. 130A-200, to allow the nuisance to continue if the 
owner or keeper has received notice and a reasonable time to correct the nuisance.  

(e) Any owner or keeper shall be held strictly liable for any damages to any person or another person's 
possessions or property done by any of the owner or keeper's animals while such animals are 
running at large or declared a nuisance.  

(f) Failure to comply with the requirements in subsections (a)—(e) shall result in a fine for each of the 
following offenses.  

(1) First violation of public nuisances: Twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

(2) Second violation of public nuisances: Fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(3) Third violation of public nuisances: Seventy-five dollars ($75.00). 

(4) Fourth violation or more: Two hundred dollars ($200.00). 

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VIII; Ord. of 11-6-00, § VIII) 

Sec. 5-39. - Dangerous dogs or potentially dangerous dogs: definitions and procedures.  

(a) The purpose of the dangerous dog rule is to protect persons and animals from unprovoked attacks 
from a dog or dogs that are dangerous or potentially dangerous.  

(b) As used in this section, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, and except as modified in 
subsection (b) of this section, the term:  

(1) "Dangerous dog" means a dog that: 

a. Without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person; or 

b. Is determined by the responsible authority designated by the board to be potentially 
dangerous because the dog has engaged in one (1) or more of the behaviors listed in 
subsection (2) of this subsection.  

c. Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting, or any dog 
trained for dog fighting.  

(2) "Potentially dangerous dog" means a dog that the responsible authority designated by the board 
determines to have:  

a. Inflicted severe injury on a person; or 

b. Killed or inflicted severe injury upon a domestic animal when not on the owner's or 
keeper's real property; or  

c. Approached a person when not on the owner's or keeper's property in a vicious or 
terrorizing manner in an apparent attitude of attack.  

(c) The provisions of this section do not apply to: 

(1) A dog being used by a law enforcement officer to carry out law enforcement duties; 

(2) A dog where the injury or damage inflicted by the dog was sustained by a domestic animal while 
the dog was working as a herding dog, or predator control dog on the property of, or under the 
control of, its owner or keeper, and the damage or injury was to a species or type of domestic 
animal appropriate to the work of the dog; or  

(3) A dog where the injury inflicted by the dog was sustained by a person who, at the time of the 
injury, was committing a willful trespass or other tort, was tormenting, abusing, assaulting the 
dog, had tormented, abused or assaulted the dog, or was committing or attempting to commit a 
crime.  
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(d) For the purpose of enforcing the dangerous or potentially dangerous dog rule, the board designates 
the health director, the environmental health supervisor or the animal services director each as the 
responsible authority for declaring a dog to be a potentially dangerous dog or a dangerous dog. The 
board shall also designate a subcommittee of the board to hear any appeals. The   animal services 
director shall have the authority to gather evidence and request hearings before the appellate board 
concerning dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs. The person making the determination that a 
dog is a potentially dangerous dog or a dangerous dog must notify the owner or keeper in writing, 
giving the reasons for the determination before the dog may be considered potentially dangerous or 
dangerous under this section. The owner or keeper may appeal the determination by filing written 
objections with the appellate board within three (3) days. The appellate board shall schedule a 
hearing within twenty (20) days of the filing of the objections. Any appeal from the final decision of 
such appellate board shall be taken to the superior court by filing notice of appeal and a petition for 
review within ten (10) days of the final decision of the appellate board. Appeals from rulings of the 
appellate board shall be heard de novo before a superior court judge sitting in Rowan County.  

(e) Any animal declared a dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog is required to remain confined at 
the county animal shelter until such time as the owner constructs or makes available confinement 
facilities which are adjudged by county animal control officials to be secure and in keeping with all 
requirements.  

(f) Redemption fees and daily boarding fees at a rate established by the board shall continue to accrue 
each day the animal remains confined at the county animal shelter. All charges and fees are required 
to be satisfied before the animal can be released to its owner.  

(g) Minimum cage requirements for any animal declared as a dangerous dog or potentially dangerous 
dog are as follows:  

(1) Ten (10) feet × ten (10) feet × six (6) feet heavy gauge chain link fence. 

(2) Four-inch concrete slab. 

(3) Roof suitable to contain the dog. 

(4) Double pad lock. 

(5) "Beware of dog" signs posted on the lot. 

(h) Once the animal owner is notified that any animal has been declared to be a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog, the owner will have three (3) weeks to construct the dog lot and have it approved by 
the county animal services director.  

(i) The dog must stay caged in accordance with the county animal control rules until all appeals are 
exhausted.  

(j) Precautions required against attacks by dangerous dogs or potentially dangerous dogs. 

(1) It is unlawful for an owner or keeper to: 

a. Leave a dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog unattended on the owner's or 
keeper's real property unless the dog is confined in a securely enclosed and padlocked 
chain link pen, with a concrete bottom and a secure top, along with the posting of the 
premises with four (4) clearly visible warning signs adequate to inform the public, including 
children, of the presence of a dangerous dog, and strategically placed on the property as 
designated by the health director or his designee.  

b. Permit a dangerous dog to go beyond the owner's or keeper's real property unless the dog 
is leashed and muzzled or is otherwise securely restrained and muzzled.  

c. Even in the presence of an owner or keeper or others, permit a dangerous or potentially 
dangerous dog on the owner's or keeper's property, not confined in a secured enclosure, to 
be without a muzzle.  
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(2) If the owner or keeper of the dangerous dog transfers ownership or possession of the dog to 
another person as identified in G.S. 12-2(6), the owner or keeper shall provide written notice to:  

a. The authority that made the determination under this section stating the name and address 
of the new owner or possessor of the dog; and  

b. The person taking ownership or possession of the dog, specifying the dog's dangerous 
behavior and the authority's determination.  

(3) Violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days or both.  

(k) The owner or keeper of a dangerous dog shall be strictly liable in civil damages for any injuries or 
property damage the dog inflicts upon a person, his/her property, or another animal.  

(l) Penalties. 

(1) The owner or keeper of a dangerous dog that attacks a person and causes physical injuries 
requiring medical treatment in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), imprisonment up 
to two (2) years, or both.  

(2) The fee for failure to comply with this section 5-39 is five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IX; Ord. of 11-6-00, § IX) 

Sec. 5-40. - Registration of exotic and dangerous exotic animals.  

(a) Exotic and dangerous animals constitute a potential risk to public health and safety. Fully effective 
rabies vaccines are not available at this time for exotic mammals. In order to more adequately 
protect the public from rabies, animal control officers must be aware of the location of these animals. 
Exotic and dangerous exotic animals constitute a potential risk to public health and safety due to the 
possibility of human injury or death resulting from attacks by such animals.  

(b) Dangerous exotic animal; registration. Owners or keepers of exotic and/or dangerous exotic animals 
as property or pets shall register each animal with the animal services director or his designee. No 
fee shall be charged for this registration. Any person who brings a dangerous exotic animal into this 
county for a period exceeding twenty-four (24) hours shall register the animal within one (1) business 
day.  

(c) Dangerous exotic animal; federal and state permits required. Every owner of an exotic and/or 
dangerous exotic animal shall be subject to the following requirements:  

(1) Permits required. No owner or keeper may possess a dangerous exotic animal in the county 
without first obtaining all permits required by the federal government, the state and the 
registration requirements by the board.  

(2) Application. An owner of a dangerous exotic animal must complete a registration application, 
which shall be supplied by the board. The application, once completed, shall contain the 
following information:  

a. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant. 

b. A description of the animal, including species, sex and body weight. 

c. The address of the premises where the animal will be kept. 

d. Proof of the applicant's ability to respond in damages for bodily injury or death of any 
person or for damages to property owned by another person which may result from the 
ownership, keeping or maintenance of such animal. Proof of ability to respond in damages 
shall be given by filing with the health director a certificate of insurance from an insurance 
company authorized to do business in the state, stating that the applicant is insured by a 
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policy with a minimum coverage of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per claim to 
compensate persons for personal injury and property damage. In lieu of insurance the 
owner may post with the health director a surety bond in the same amounts conditioned 
upon payment of such damages. Such certificate of insurance or bond shall provide that no 
cancellation of the insurance or bond will be made unless ten (10) days' written notice is 
first given to the health director.  

e. Copies of all federal and state permits and licenses required for such animal. 

(3) Penalty. The fee for failure to register exotic or dangerous exotic animal(s) with county animal 
shelter is twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per animal.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § X; Ord. of 11-6-00, § X) 

Sec. 5-41. - Cruelty to animals/animal abandonment.  

(a) All animals shall be kept and treated under sanitary and humane conditions and failure of the owner 
or keeper of the animal to abide by the following provisions shall be subject to the penalties 
described in subsection (c) listed below:  

(1) All animals in the possession of any person shall be provided proper and adequate food and 
water. All animals, unless otherwise indicated in this chapter, shall be given at suitable intervals, 
not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours, a quantity of wholesome food suitable for the species and 
age, sufficient to maintain a healthful level of nutrition. All animals shall have access to a supply 
of clean, fresh water.  

(2) All animals shall be kept in a clean area and provided adequate shelter as described by 
definition on Section 5-35. The enclosure shall be ventilated and must have sufficient room for 
the animal(s) to move around freely and to lie down comfortably. The following shall not 
constitute adequate shelter:  

a. Underneath outside steps, decks and stoops; 

b. Inside vehicles during the summer; 

c. Inside metal barrels placed in direct sunlight during the summer; 

d. Inside cardboard boxes. 

(3) All owners or keepers of animals shall provide proper medical attention for sick, diseased, or 
injured animals. A sick animal shall go no longer than twenty-four (24) hours without veterinary 
care.  

(b) No person shall beat, torment, overload, overwork, tease, molest or bait an animal as defined in 
section 5-41. No person shall shoot a dog, either on or off the owner's property, unless the dog is in 
the act of attacking a human being, livestock or poultry. No person shall trap a dog or cat that they 
are not the legal owner of without the permission of the county animal services director. By way of 
example and not limitation, the following acts or conditions shall constitute prima facie evidence of 
animal cruelty:  

(1) Animals that have not been fed or watered adequately; 

(2) Allowing animals to live in unsanitary and crowded conditions, and allowing animals to be 
exposed to extreme damp, hot or cold weather without shelter;  

(3) Failure or refusal of an owner to obtain medical treatment for an animal when in an animal 
control officer's opinion such treatment is needed;  

(4) A collar, rope or chain embedded in or causing injury to an animal's neck; 

(5) Causing, permitting or instigating any dog fight, cock fight, bull fight or other illegal contest or 
combat between animals or animals and humans;  
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(6) Exposing any known poisonous substance or mix a poisonous substance with food so that it will 
likely be eaten by any animal. This does not include acts or attempts of persons to rid their own 
property of rats or any other acts permitted by the state wildlife department;  

(7) Anyone leaving an animal in a closed car, truck or other vehicle for such duration or at 
temperatures as an animal control officer in his/her sole discretion, deems harmful or potentially 
harmful to the animal. No person shall carry or cause to be carried in or upon any vehicle or 
other conveyance any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner;  

(8) Turning loose or discarding any animal with the intent of abandoning such animal. 

(c) Penalty. Failure to comply with section 5-41 will result in a fine for cruelty to animals.  

Per event per animal .....$100.00  

Abandonment of animal .....75.00  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XI; Ord. of 11-6-00, § XI; Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-42. - Luring, enticing, seizing, molesting, or teasing an animal.  

(a) It shall be unlawful to seize any animal by luring or enticing that animal off its owner's or keeper's 
property.  

(b) It shall be unlawful to seize, molest or tease any animal belonging to another person or which is 
legally held or controlled by another person or while the animal is on the property of its owner or 
keeper.  

(c) An animal control officer of the county may not set an animal trap within fifty (50) yards of the animal 
owner's property without first notifying the owner that his/her animal has been in violation.  

(d) Any animal that follows an animal control officer off the owner's property may not be impounded 
without first notifying the owner that the animal is in violation.  

(e) Nothing in this section shall prevent authorized animal control personnel or other designated and 
approved groups / agencies registered under section 5-112 from humanely trapping animals for the 
purpose of enforcing these rules.  

(f) Anyone caught luring, enticing, seizing, molesting or teasing an animal illegally will be fined fifty 
dollars ($50.00) per event per animal.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(1); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(1); Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-43. - Destruction of wounded, diseased, or unweaned animals.  

Any animal seized or impounded by a county animal control officer(s), which is badly wounded, 
diseased, not weaned, is not a rabies suspect and has no identification, may be euthanized immediately 
in a humane manner. If the animal has identification, the animal control officer shall attempt to notify the 
owner or keeper before disposing of the animal. If the owner or keeper cannot be reached readily and the 
animal is suffering, the  animal services director or his designee may destroy the animal at his/her 
discretion in a humane manner. Badly wounded or diseased animals brought in by their owners will be 
euthanized at the owner's request and with a signed release form.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(2); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(2)) 

Sec. 5-44. - Destruction of animals which cannot be seized by reasonable means.  



 

 

  Page 13 

(a) The health director, animal services director,  or  their designee is authorized to destroy animals 
which cannot be seized by reasonable means, under the following conditions:  

(1) A dangerous dog, a rabid animal, an animal suspected of having rabies, an animal biting 
humans or other animals, or seriously threatening humans or animals, or killing or injuring 
livestock, may be considered a serious and immediate threat by the health director.  

(2) An animal at large which constitutes a serious and immediate threat to the public or other 
domesticated animals and cannot be captured by reasonable means, may be destroyed by 
order of the health director in a reasonable and safe manner.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(3); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(3)) 

Sec. 5-45. - Injuring or killing of animals, notice required.  

(a) At large animals are often involved in animal biting humans cases. It is necessary to observe these 
animals for ten (10) days, in confinement, in order to determine if they have rabies, for the protection 
of the victim and the public. The injured or killed animal may be the one sought after in a bite case 
and never be located if it is killed or injured and no report is made.  

(b) Any person injuring or killing a dog, cat or dangerous exotic animal, accidentally or intentionally, shall 
immediately notify the owner or keeper of the animal or the animal shelter.  

(c) Any person that intentionally kills or injures an animal will be fined fifty dollars ($50.00) per animal 
per event.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(4)) 

Sec. 5-46. - Miscellaneous concerns.  

(a) All keepers or owners of animals that die, from any cause, shall bury the dead animal to a depth of at 
least three (3) feet beneath the surface of the ground on his leased or owned property. No animal 
shall be buried within three hundred (300) feet of any flowing stream or public body of water. In the 
alternative, the animal shall be disposed of in a manner approved by the health director or the  
animal services director. In any event, all dead animals shall be disposed of within twenty-four (24) 
hours after knowledge of the death.  

(b) All persons who injure or kill a domesticated animal by running over, into or otherwise coming in 
contact with such an animal with an automobile, motorcycle, bicycle or other vehicle shall notify the 
owner of the animal immediately. If the owner is not known the person who injured or killed the 
animal shall immediately notify the animal  services director or the police department if the injury or 
death occurred in the city. If the injury or death occurred in the county, the owner should notify the 
sheriff's office. An owner or lessee of real property who finds an injured or suffering domesticated 
animal on his property shall report the same to animal control as soon as the animal is discovered on 
the real property.  

(c) No live animal shall be given away, raffled or offered as a prize, premium of advertising device for or 
at an inducement to enter any contest, game or other competition involving skill or chance.  

(d) Animal control shall have the authority to inspect public exhibits of animals which are part of fairs, 
carnivals, festivals, fundraising events, petting zoos and any other activity or function carried on in 
the county. Animal control shall have the authority to close down any exhibit, function or activity if it is 
determined that the animals are being cruelly treated or animals run the risk of causing injury or 
harm to the public or to themselves.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XII(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § XII(4); Ord. of 9-8-15) 
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Sec. 5-47. - Citations and penalties for violations.  

(a) The health director or his designee is hereby empowered to issue civil citations to any person if there 
is probable cause to believe that such person has violated any of the provisions of these rules.  

(1) Citations so issued may be served in person upon the violator by the health director or his 
designee, or the citation may be mailed by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested 
or by other means reasonably calculated to give actual notice.  

(2) Any citation so served or mailed shall describe the violation with reasonable particularity and 
shall state the time period within which the alleged violator shall make payment of the fine and 
shall specifically warn that failure to pay such fine shall result in an additional civil action as 
hereinafter set forth.  

(3) If payment is not received within the time limits specified in the citation or if other equitable 
settlement has not otherwise been made, the health director or his designee may thereupon 
institute a civil action in the appropriate division of the general courts of justice for recovery of 
the penalties prescribed by these rules. Such civil action must be filed within three (3) years of 
the date that the civil citation was served on the violator.  

(4) All citation forms shall be serially numbered in triplicate, and all records with respect to the 
citation forms and the disposition of the same shall be maintained so that all such forms shall be 
capable of an immediate accounting.  

(b) Any person who shall violate the provisions of these rules as adopted by the board shall be guilty of 
a Class 1 misdemeanor as set forth in G.S. 130A-25.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § XIII; Ord. of 11-6-00, § XIII) 

Secs. 5-48—5-70. - Reserved.  

DIVISION 2. - COMPLIANCE WITH STATE RABIES LAWS  

 

Sec. 5-71. - Supplemental to state laws.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for any animal owner, keeper or other person to fail to comply with all applicable 
state laws pertaining to the control of rabies.  

(b) It is the purpose of these rules to supplement the state laws by providing a procedure for the 
enforcement of state laws relating to rabies control, in addition to the criminal penalties provided by 
state law.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV; Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV; Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-72. - Vaccination of dogs and cats.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for an owner or keeper to fail to provide a current vaccination against rabies 
(hydrophobia) for any dog or cat four (4) months of age or older. Should it be deemed necessary, by 
the  animal services director, that other domestic animals be vaccinated in order to prevent or control 
a threatened epizootic or epidemic or to control an existing epizootic, it shall be unlawful for an 
owner or keeper to fail to provide current vaccination against rabies for any such animal.  
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(b) A rabies vaccination shall be deemed current if administered according to the most recent state 
department of health and human services recommendations, and an approved rabies vaccine must 
be utilized.  

(c) All rabies vaccines shall be administered by a person authorized to do so in accordance with state 
law.  

(d) The health director can authorize a canvass of the county to determine if there are any dogs or cats 
not wearing the required vaccination tag. If a dog or cat is found not wearing the required rabies 
vaccination tag, the animal control officer shall check to see if the owner's or keeper's identification 
can be found on the animal. If the animal control officer does not know whom the owner or keeper is, 
the animal control officer may impound the animal.  

(e) Rabies vaccinations are not approved for exotic animals, except as authorized by the state public 
health veterinarian.  

(f) Penalty. Failure to comply with the requirements in subsection (a) shall result in a fine of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for each offense.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(1); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(1)) 

Sec. 5-73. - Vaccination tag and certificate.  

(a) Upon compliance with the provisions of division 2 of this article, the owner or keeper of the 
vaccinated dog or cat shall be issued a rabies tag, containing the words "North Carolina" or the 
initials "N.C." and stamped with a number and the year for which issued, and a rabies vaccination 
certificate.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any dog or cat owner or keeper to fail to provide the dog or cat with a collar or 
harness to which a current rabies tag issued under this section is securely attached or an implanted 
microchip that allows for animal control to determine the vaccination is current. The collar or harness, 
with attached tag or an implanted microchip that allows for animal control to determine that the 
vaccination is current must be present at all times.  

(c) In addition to all other penalties as prescribed by law, a dog or cat is subject to impoundment in 
accordance with the provisions of these rules if the dog or cat is found not to be wearing a currently 
valid rabies tag.  

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to use, for any animal, a rabies vaccination tag issued for another 
animal.  

(e) Failure to comply with the requirements in subsection (b) shall result in a fine of twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) for each offense.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(2); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(2); Ord. of 9-8-15) 

Sec. 5-74. - Notice to health director when person bitten; confinement of animal.  

(a) When a person has been bitten by an animal having rabies or suspected of having rabies, it shall be 
the duty of such person, or his/her parent or guardian if such person is a minor, and the person 
owning such animal or having the same in his/her possession or under his/her control, to notify the 
health director or the animal shelter immediately and give their names and addresses; and the owner 
or the keeper or person having such animal in his/her possession or under his/her control shall 
immediately and securely confine it for ten (10) days at the expense of the owner in such place as 
may be designated by the health director. Exotic animals shall be confined for a period to be 
determined by the state public health veterinarian or surrendered for rabies examination if required 
by the state public health veterinarian. It shall be the duty of every physician, after his/her 
professional attendance upon a person bitten by any animal having rabies, or suspected of having 
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rabies to report to the health director the name, age, and sex of the person so bitten, and the precise 
location of the bite wound, within twenty-four (24) hours after having first knowledge that the person 
was bitten.  

(b) If the owner of, or a person who has in his/her possession or under his/her control, an animal having 
rabies or suspected of having rabies refuses to confine the animal as required by these rules and 
G.S. 130A-197, the health director may order seizure of the animal and its confinement for ten (10) 
days in such a place as the health director shall designate.  

(c) Law enforcement agencies investigating animal bites shall report such bites immediately to the 
health director and give the names and addresses of person bitten and of the owner or keeper of 
such animal.  

(d) Animals confined, pursuant to this section, shall not be released from confinement except by 
permission of the health director.  

(e) Animals confined, pursuant to this section, shall be confined at the expense of the owner or keeper.  

(f) In the case of an animal whose owner or keeper is not known, the animal shall be kept at the animal 
shelter for the supervised confinement period required by these rules. Exotic animals shall be kept at 
a secure location not accessible to the public. Confinement arrangements shall be approved by the 
health director or his designee. Staff access to the animal shall be limited to the minimum number 
reasonably required to provide adequate care.  

(g) Badly wounded, diseased, or suffering animals which, are suspected of having rabies, may be 
humanely destroyed immediately and the head forwarded to the state department of health and 
human services for examination.  

(h) Any dog or cat confined for observation of rabies shall be confined in a secure enclosure which shall 
be: A padlocked pen of sufficient strength to contain the animal, with a concrete bottom and a 
secured top, or a locked home or locked outbuilding with a concrete bottom and secure windows or 
no windows. Any requests for home confinements shall be approved at the discretion of the health 
director,  or animal services director.  

(i) Penalties. 

(1) Failure to report a bite when a person is bitten by an animal (subsection (a)) shall result in a fine 
of fifty dollars ($50.00).  

(2) Failure to confine or give up for confinement an animal that has bitten (subsection (b)) shall 
result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(3); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(3)) 

Sec. 5-75. - Destruction or confinement of animal bitten by a known rabid animal.  

(a) Required. Animals not vaccinated against rabies and are bitten by a known rabid animal or an animal 
suspected of having rabies that is not available for diagnosis, shall be immediately destroyed unless 
the owner or keeper agrees to strict isolation of the animal at a veterinary hospital for the period of 
six (6) months at the owner's expense. If the animal has a current rabies vaccination, it shall be re-
vaccinated at the expense of the owner or keeper and returned to the owner or keeper.  

(b) Area-wide emergency quarantine.  

(1) When reports indicate a positive diagnosis of rabies to the extent the lives of persons and 
animals are endangered, the health director may declare an area-wide quarantine for such a 
period as he/she deems necessary. Upon invoking of such emergency quarantine, no dog or 
cat may be taken or shipped from the county without written permission of the health director. 
During such quarantine, the health director and law enforcement officers may seize and 
impound at large dogs and cats in the county. During the quarantine, the health director shall be 
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empowered to provide for a program of mass immunization for rabies by the establishment of 
temporary emergency rabies vaccination facilities. No animal that has been impounded as a 
stray, unclaimed by its owner or keeper, shall be allowed to be adopted during the period of 
emergency.  

(2) In the event there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period of 
quarantine, the quarantine may be extended at the discretion of the health director.  

(c) Post mortem diagnosis.  

(1) If an animal dies while under observation for rabies, the head of such animal shall be submitted 
to the health department for shipment to the laboratory section of the state department of health 
and human services for rabies diagnosis.  

(2) The carcass of any animal suspected of dying of rabies shall be processed in the same manner 
as an animal that died under observation.  

(d) Penalties.  

(1) Failure to comply with destruction or confinement of animal bitten by a known rabid animal 
(subsection (a)) shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(2) Failure to comply with wide area emergency quarantine (subsection (b)(1)) shall result in a fine 
of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(4)) 

Sec. 5-76. - Unlawful killing or releasing of certain animals.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to kill or release any animal under observation for rabies, or any 
animal under observation for biting a human or another animal, or to remove such animal from the 
county without written permission from the health director. The health director may authorize any 
animal to be euthanized for rabies diagnosis.  

(b) Failure to comply with subsection (a) shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(5); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(5)) 

Sec. 5-77. - Failure to surrender animal for confinement or destruction.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender any animal for confinement or destruction 
as required by these rules, when required by the health director.  

(b) Failure to comply with subsection (a) shall result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § IV(6); Ord. of 11-6-00, § IV(6)) 

Secs. 5-78—5-100. - Reserved.  

DIVISION 3. - IMPOUNDMENT  

 

Sec. 5-101. - Authorized; duration; records required.  
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(a) Any dog/cat/animal which appears to be lost, stray or unwanted, or not wearing a currently valid 
rabies vaccination tag, as required by state law and these rules, or not under restraint in violation of 
these rules, may be seized, impounded, and confined in a humane manner in an animal shelter.  

(b) The duration of the impoundment of these dogs/cats/animals may be established by the health 
director or his/her designee, but the duration of the impoundment shall not be less than seventy-two 
(72) hours. During the impoundment period, an animal control officer shall make a reasonable effort 
to locate the owner or keeper of the dog/cat/animal. If the dog/cat/animal is not reclaimed by its 
owner or keeper during the impoundment period, the animal shall be disposed of in the following 
manner:  

(1) Returned to the owner or keeper; 

(2) Adopted as a pet by a new owner; 

(3) Or euthanized by a procedure approved by the American Veterinary Medical Association, the 
Humane Society of the United States or the American Humane Association.  

(c) The animal shelter shall maintain a record of all dogs/cats/animals impounded under this section; 
which shall include the date of impoundment, the length of impoundment, the method of disposal of 
the dog/cat/animal and the name of the person or institution to whom any dog/cat/animal has been 
released.  

(d) Impoundment of such dogs/cats/animals shall not relieve the owner or keeper thereof from any 
penalty: which may be imposed for violations of these rules.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI; Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI) 

Sec. 5-102. - Notice to owner or keeper of dogs or cats.  

Upon impoundment of a dog or cat, notice of such impoundment shall be posted at the animal 
shelter until the dog or cat shall be disposed of as hereinafter provided, which shall be a minimum of 
seventy-two (72) hours, beginning with the time the animal enters the animal shelter. Reasonable effort 
shall be made to identify the owner or keeper and to inform him/her of the requirements for redeeming the 
dog or cat. Notice may be by telephone or by written notice mailed by regular mail to the owner or keeper 
when the identity and address are known or obtained. The seventy-two-hour holding period will not 
include Saturdays, Sundays or holidays.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(1); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(1)) 

Sec. 5-103. - Redemption by owner or keeper of dogs and cats.  

(a) The owner or keeper of an animal impounded under these rules, except those animals suspected of 
being rabid, may redeem the animal within three (3) days following the impoundment date. If the 
owner is known and notified and does not redeem the animal within three (3) days, not including 
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, the animal may be processed under these rules. All applicable 
fees concerning redemption shall be paid as a condition of redemption by the owner or keeper.  

(b) No owner or keeper may be permitted to adopt his/her own animal under these rules. Such owner or 
keeper must comply with section 5-104 in order to redeem an animal that has been impounded 
pursuant to state law and these rules.  

(c) The rules of this section shall have no application with respect to animals surrendered by the owner 
or keeper to the health department for immediate adoption or destruction as provided for in section 
5-106(a).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(2); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(2)) 
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Sec. 5-104. - Procedure with respect to redemption or adoption of dogs or cats.  

(a) All dogs or cats adopted from or redeemed from the animal shelter must have a rabies vaccination, 
unless written proof of a current rabies vaccination can be furnished. Every person who adopts or 
redeems a dog or cat must make a deposit at the animal shelter toward the cost of a rabies 
vaccination. Upon making the deposit, the person will be given a receipt for the deposited amount. 
The person may then take the dog or cat to any veterinarian in the county, have the dog or cat 
vaccinated and present the receipt to the veterinarian. The amount deposited and shown on the 
receipt shall be counted toward the cost of the vaccination. The person must then supply the animal 
shelter with written proof of vaccination from the veterinarian. The time limit for dogs and cats over 
four (4) months of age will be three (3) days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. For those 
animals under the age of four (4) months, the time limit will vary according to their age.  

(b) All dogs and cats, which are to be adopted from the animal shelter, must be spayed or neutered. Any 
person wishing to adopt a dog or cat is subjected to these rules and shall sign all necessary 
documents concerning the adoption. The applicant shall agree not to hold the county or the animal 
shelter responsible for any claims related to or resulting from the adoption of an animal and shall:  

(1) Pay a deposit established by the health department and county for the veterinarian who 
performs the spay/neuter within the time frame spelled out in subsection (3) listed below.  

(2) Take the dog or cat to any veterinarian in the county for the spay/neuter treatment. 

(3) The time limit to complete spay/neuter for dogs or cats over four (4) months of age shall be 
thirty (30) days or at the discretion of the veterinarian.  

(4) Any adoption of a dog or cat that dies of natural causes within thirty (30) days of the adoption 
date, may be replaced for any dog or cat chosen by the adopter that is the property of the 
animal shelter and deemed suitable for adoption. If the adopter requests, the original 
adoption/neuter/vaccination fee will be refunded.  

(5) An adopted dog or cat may be exempt from this provision if the owner furnishes a statement 
from a licensed veterinarian that the animal, due to health reasons, could not withstand 
spay/neuter surgery.  

(6) A dog or cat known to have bitten a human or known to have killed livestock shall not be offered 
for adoption unless the animals services director rules that a bite was in self defense and the 
adoption is made by a rescue organization and with full disclosure of the animals history nor 
shall a known fighting dog be offered for adoption (7) Sick or injured dogs or cats shall not be 
offered for adoption except by rescue organizations deemed by the animal servies director 
qualified to address these issues. 

(8) Aggressive dogs or cats shall not be offered for adoption. 

(c) Adoption of dangerous exotic animals is restricted to persons licensed to keep such animals by the 
United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA-
APHIS). The dangerous exotic classification of an animal shall be disclosed in writing to a 
prospective adopter prior to adoption of such animal.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(3); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(3)) 

Sec. 5-105. - Destruction or adoption of unredeemed dog or cat.  

(a) If an impounded dog or cat is not redeemed by the owner or keeper within the period prescribed in 
section 5-103(a), it may be destroyed in a humane manner or shall become the property of the 
county animal shelter and offered for adoption under the requirements of section 5-104.  
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(b) No animal, which has been impounded by reason of its being a stray, unclaimed by its owner or 
keeper, shall be allowed to be adopted from the animal shelter during a period of emergency rabies 
quarantine.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(4); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(4)) 

Sec. 5-106. - Immediate placement for adoption or destruction of owner surrendered dogs or cats.  

(a) Any dog or cat surrendered by its owner or keeper to an animal control officer may be immediately 
placed for adoption or humanely euthanized by a procedure approved by the American Veterinary 
Medical Association, the Humane Society of the United States or of the American Humane 
Association when:  

(1) The owner or keeper directs in writing that the dog or cat be placed for adoption or humanely 
destroyed; and  

(2) The owner or keeper affirmatively represents in writing that he/she is in fact the legal owner or 
keeper of the dog or cat; and that the dog or cat has not bitten a person within the past ten (10) 
days or, in the case of exotic animals, a period to be determined by the state public health 
veterinarian; and  

(3) The owner or keeper agrees that he/she will indemnify and hold the county, including the health 
department, harmless from any loss or damage it may sustain, including attorney's fees, by 
reason of destruction or placement for adoption of the dog or cat; and  

(4) The owner or keeper transfers ownership or custody of the dog or cat to the health department 
and releases the health department from any future claims with respect to the dog or cat.  

(b) Upon receiving said assurances, the  animal services department may rely on the same and place 
the dog or cat for adoption, or euthanize the dog or cat by accepted standards. The waiting period 
provided in section 5-102 shall not apply to this section.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(5); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(5)) 

Sec. 5-107. - Notice to owner or keeper of other animals and exotic animals.  

Upon impoundment of an other animal(s), notice of such impoundment shall be posted at the animal 
shelter until the other animal(s) shall be disposed of as hereinafter provided, which shall be a minimum of 
seventy-two (72) hours, beginning with the time the animal enters the animal shelter. Reasonable effort 
shall be made to identify the owner or keeper and to inform him/her of the requirements for redeeming the 
other animal(s). Notice may be by telephone or by written notice mailed by regular mail to the owner or 
keeper when the identity and address are known or obtained. The seventy-two-hour holding period will 
not include Saturdays, Sundays or holidays.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(6); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(6)) 

Sec. 5-108. - Redemption by owner or keeper of other animals and exotic animals.  

(a) The owner or keeper of an other animals impounded under these rules, except those animals 
suspected of being rabid, may redeem the animal within three (3) days following the impoundment 
date. If the owner is known and is notified in writing or by telephone and does not redeem the animal 
within three (3) days, not including Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, the animal may be processed 
under these rules. All applicable fees concerning redemption shall be paid as a condition of 
redemption by the owner or keeper.  
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(b) No owner or keeper may be permitted to adopt his/her own animal under these rules. Such owner or 
keeper must comply with section 5-109 in order to redeem an animal that has been impounded 
pursuant to state law and these rules.  

(c) The rules of this section shall have no application with respect to animals surrendered by the owner 
or keeper to the  animal services department for immediate adoption or destruction as provided for in 
section 5-111(a).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(7); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(7)) 

Sec. 5-109. - Procedure with respect to redemption or adoption of other animals and exotic animals.  

(a) Any person wishing to adopt another animal is subjected to these rules and shall sign all necessary 
documents concerning the adoption. The applicant shall agree not to hold the county or the animal 
shelter responsible for any claims related to or resulting from the adoption of an animal and shall:  

(1) Pay the appropriate administrative fee for adoption. 

(2) Any adopted animal that dies of natural causes within thirty (30) days of the adoption date, may 
be replaced by a similar animal if available or any dog or cat chosen by the adopter that is the 
property of the animal shelter and deemed suitable for adoption. The appropriate vaccination 
and spay/neuter fees will have to be paid prior to the adoption of a dog or cat. If the adopter 
requests, the original adoption/neuter/vaccination fee will be refunded.  

(3) An adopted animal or dog or cat may be exempt from this provision if the owner/adopter 
furnishes a statement from a licensed veterinarian that the animal, due to health reasons, could 
not withstand spay/neuter surgery.  

(4) An animal known to have bitten a human or known to have killed livestock shall not be offered 
for adoption, nor shall a known fighting cock be offered for adoption.  

(5) Sick or injured animals shall not be offered for adoption. 

(6) Aggressive animals shall not be offered for adoption. 

(b) Adoption or redemption of exotic or dangerous exotic animals is restricted to persons licensed to 
keep such animals by the United States Department of Agriculture or the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS).  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(8); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(8)) 

Sec. 5-110. - Destruction or adoption of unredeemed other animals or exotic animals.  

(a) If an impounded animal is not redeemed by the owner or keeper within the period prescribed in 
section 5-108(a), it may be destroyed in a humane manner or shall become the property of the 
county animal shelter and offered for adoption under the requirements of section 5-109(a).  

(b) No animal which has been impounded by reason of its being a stray or unclaimed by its owner or 
keeper, shall be allowed to be adopted from the animal shelter during a period of emergency rabies 
quarantine.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(9); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(9)) 

Sec. 5-111. - Immediate placement for adoption or destruction of owner surrendered other animals or 

exotic animals.  
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(a) Any animal surrendered by its owner or keeper to an animal control officer may be immediately 
placed for adoption (exception exotic or dangerous exotics) or humanely euthanized by accepted 
standards when:  

(1) The owner or keeper directs in writing that the animal be placed for adoption or humanely 
destroyed; and  

(2) The owner or keeper affirmatively represents in writing that he/she is in fact the legal owner or 
keeper of the animal; and that the animal has not bitten a person within the past ten (10) days 
or, in the case of exotic animals, a period to be determined by the state public health 
veterinarian; and  

(3) The owner or keeper agrees that he/she will indemnify and hold the county, including the  
animal services department, harmless from any loss or damage it may sustain, including 
attorney's fees, by reason of destruction or placement for adoption of the animal; and  

(4) The owner or keeper transfers ownership or custody of the animal to the health department and 
releases the  animal services department from any future claims with respect to the animal.  

(b) Upon receiving said assurances, the  animal services department may rely on the same and place 
the animal for adoption, or destroy the animal, as it sees fit. The waiting period provided in section 5-
102 shall not apply to this section.  

(Ord. of 6-7-95, § VI(10); Ord. of 11-6-00, § VI(10)) 

Sec. 5-112. - Community cats.  

(a) Organizations or individuals that engage in trap-neuter-return are required to register through a 
sponsoring organization approved by the animal control director. Organizations performing or 
supporting trap-neuter-return in Rowan County shall identify and nominate a community cat 
sponsoring organization, which shall be recognized by the Rowan County Animal Control Director.  

(b) The community cat sponsoring program shall make available to the public information about the trap-
neuter-return and feral cats, shall attempt to notify the appropriate community cat caregiver when 
notified by the animal control director about an impounded eartipped cat, and shall provide a single 
point of contact to the animal control director for the coordination of trap-neuter-return, calls about at 
large cats, and calls about complaints related to community cats.  

(c) Responsibilities of the community cat caregiver: 

1. Cats must be trapped using humane trapping techniques. 

2. Cats must be assessed by a veterinarian and deemed healthy at the time of spay/neuter 
surgery.  

3. Cats must be spayed or neutered. 

4. Cast must be vaccinated for rabies and FVRCP (Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis Calicivirus, and 
Panleukopenia).  

5. Cats must be eartipped and microchipped. 

6. Cat bites must be reported to Rowan County Animal Control. 

(d) Responsibilities of Rowan County Animal Control: 

1. Persons that contact Rowan County Animal Control about stray or community cats shall be 
provided information about trap-neuter-return and referred to the community cat sponsoring 
organization.  
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2. When a person contacts Rowan County Animal Control with a complaint about an eartipped 
community cat, county staff will contact the community cat sponsoring organization for 
assistance in resolving the complaint.  

(Ord. of 9-8-15) 
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